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GENEVA GAMBLES WITH WAR 


Green- Legion Join at AFL 
Conclave Against Militants 


Rank and File Presses Bureaucracy Shachtman on 
Toward Showdown on Critical 
Problems of Labor Movement 


The opening days of the Atlantic City convention of the American 
Federation of Labor reveal a tightening of the lines and a sharpening of 
the struggle between the bureaucrats and the various more or Jess pro- 
gressive elements in the trade unions. 

On the one hand, the forecast of the NEW MILITANT that a growth 
of progressive and militant sentiment would be shown is being borne out. 
The proponents of resolutions for industria] unionism claim support of 
powerful unions such as the U.M.W. of A. and the garment unions and 
assert, with a little too much optimism probably, that a clear-cut resoto- 
tion on industrial unionism lacks only a few votes to carry. Gorman, 


the actual leader of the United 
Textile Workers, and other impor- 
tant figures are sponsoring Labor 
Party resolutions with considerable 
show of determination. 

But it is in the aggressive mood 
of the conservatives that the clear- 
est indication of the sharpening of 
the struggle within the Federation 
under the impact of the crisis is 
given. Last year the craft union- 
ists were to some extent caught un- 
awares by the onrush of the new 
Federal unions in the basic indus- 
tries demanding international char- 
ters with industry-wide jurisdiction. 
As a result provision for granting 
charters for the production workers 
in automobiles, etc., though not on 
a complete industrial basis, was 
made, During the year the new 
nnions constituted under this provi- 
sion have proved, somewhat con- 
temptuous of the A. F. of L. poten- 
tates ang have voiced vigorous dis- 
Satisfaction with their limited 
charters. The craft unionists are 
fenvinely alarmed and have taken 
the offensive against the industrial- 
ists. Under the lead of John P, 
Frey and the entire Metal Trades 
Department, they not only refuse 
to amalgamate or give up any of 
their members, but demand that 
Many members in the new unions 
be turned over to the craft groups. 

The “Anti-Red” Resolution 

In addition to this offensive on 
an issue of the structure of union- 
ism, an even more vigorous offen- 
sive has been launched orf the basic 
issue of the philosophy of the A. F. 
of L. The most serious and far- 
reaching proposal for driving “com- 
munists” out of the unions that has 
ever been made is now being ad- 
vanced. If those who are back of 
this move triumph there will be a 
fight upon all insurgent elements 
which will be far more vicious than 
that of the war or post-war period. 

It is proposed to amend the con- 

stitution of the A. F. of L. to pro- 
vide that “No organization offic- 
ered or controlled by Communists 
or any person espousing commun- 
ism or advocating the violent 
overthrow of our institutions, and 
no organization or person that has 
seceded from or has been suspend- 
ed or expelled by the A. F. of L. 
or by any national or internation- 
al organization connected with the 
federation shall, while under such 
relationship or under such penal- 
ty, be allowed representation or 
recognition in this federation, or 
in any central body, State Feder- 
ation of Labor, national or inter- 
national union connected with 
the A. F. of L., under the penalty 
of the suspension of the body vio- 
lating this section.” 

Thus the basis is laid not only 
for hounding a progressive out of 
any given union but barring him 
also from activity in any other. 

William Green openly proclaimed 
that the A. F. of L. was prepared 
to make an alliance with the Amer- 
ican Legion ‘in this campaign 
against all forms of “un-American” 
radicalism, the Legion in turn 
pledging that it would not engage 
in any “anti-union” activity. Such 
an alliance, giving a reactionary 
trade unionism the quasi-military 
backing of the Legion in the strug- 
gle again-t any progressive and 
militant unionism, has obviously 
the most sinister possibilities, 

Tt is too early to predict the spe- 
cific decisions that will be taken by 
this convention. The decisive show- 
down between the contending forces 
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15 Unions For 
Recharter of 
Drivers’ 574 


Conference in Minneapolis 
Sends Resolution to 


‘Green, Tobin, CLU 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.—A confer- 
ence of 60 delegates representing 15 
local unions on Monday night voted 
to send a resolution to Daniel To- 
bin, William Green, the State Fed- 
eration of Labor and the Minneapo- 
lis Central Labor Union demanding 
the reinstatement of Local 574 in 
the Drivers International and the 
A. F. of L. 

The participating unions 
the Machinists, City and Sanitary 
Drivers, Public Building Service 
Employees, Ornamental Metal 
Workers, Stationary Engiv»eers, 
Building Laborers No. 568, Caren- 
ters, Upholsterers, Painters, Bakers, 
Miscellaneous Restaurant Employ- 
ees, Lathers, Laundry Workers, 
Gas Station Attendants and the 
General Drivers. 

The conference criticized sharply 
the policy of the conservative bu- 
reaucracy in discriminating against 
individuals in the movement be- 
cause of their political views. 

Calling attention to the splendid 
support which the unemployed have 
given to striking unions, a resolu- 
tion sent to the Central Labor Un- 
ion demanded that it take the lead 
in helping the relief workers to or- 
ganize and fight for the relief in- 
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National Tour 


Comrade Max Shachtman, editor 
of The New International, begins a 
coast to coast tour on October 15, 
which will last until December 13 
and cover almost every branch city! 
in the country. He will speak on 
various current topics, the Seventh | 
Congress of the C. I„ the War 
Danger, the Road to the Fourth 
International, etc., etc. With him 
will go Comrade Wasserman of the 
Pioneer Press, who will aid in 
drawing up plans for literature 
work in the various branches along 
the route. This tour will help pull 
together and advance the party 
work for the new season now open- 
ing. 

The following is the schedule of 
the tour: 


Schedule of Tour 
Philadelphia—Tuesday, October 15. 
Pittsburgh—Wednesday, October 16, 
New Castle—Thursday, October 17. 
Youngstown—Friday, October 18. 
Cleveland—Saturday, Oct, 19: “The 
New World War.” 3529 East 
148rd_ Street. 

Toledo—Sunday, October 20. 

Detroit—Monday, October 21. 

Chicago—Tuesday to Sunday, Oct. 
22-27. 

Davenport—Monday, October 28. 

Albert Lea—Tuesday, October 29, 

Austin—Wednesday, October 30. 

Minneapolis—Thursday to Saturday, 
Oct, 31-Nov. 2. 

Fargo—Sunday, November 3. 

Williston—Twuesday, November 5. 

Plentywood—Wednesday, Nov. 6. 

Salt Lake City—Saturday, Nov. 9. 

San Francisco—Monday to Wednes- 
day, Noy. 11-13. 

Los Angeles— Friday to Monday, 
Nov, 15-18. 

Kansas City—Tuesday, December 3. 

St. Louis—Wednesday, December 4. 


Springfield—Thursday, December 5. 


ISAACS SPEAKS FOR N.P.LD. 

Harold R. Isaacs, newspaper 
correspondent in China for the 
last five years, editor of “China 
Forum,” and leader of many 
struggles for the defense of Chi- 
nese political prisoners, will be 
the speaker at the open member- 
ship meeting of the New York 
branch of the Non-Partisan Labor 
Defense, Wednesday, October 16, 
8 P.M., at the headquarters of 
Local 48, LL.G.W.U., 231 East 
4th Street. 

Isaacs will speak on “Political 
Prisoners In China.” All interest- 
ed workers are invited to attend. 


| struggle by Wall Street 


Rubber Co’s VOTE ON SANCTIONS LINES UP 


Prepare For LEAGUE NATIONS TO DEFEND 
Price WarBRITISH COLONIAL THIEVEPY 


Cost Will Fall on Workers 
Unions Face Battle 
For Life 


By JACK WILSON 
AKRON, Ohio, Oct. 8.—A titanic 
interests 
for monopoly control of tbe rubber 
industry began openly this week, 
thus confronting the newly-formed 
United Rubber Workers of America 
with the severest challenge to pre- 
‘tect the workers that the unions 
ever faced. 

For the price of this war between 
the capitalists will be thrown on 
the workers through wage cuts un- 
less the unions can muster sufficient 
Strength to stop this move. 

The battle which will take the 
main form of ruthless tire price 
slashes to drive other competitors 
into bankruptcy already began with 
a huge reduction by Goodyear in 
various sections of the country. 

Rockefeller and General Motors 
interests have virtual control of 
Firestone (the Firestone family is 
no longer boss of its factories) 
through a huge loan they gave re- 
cently to the company and they in- 
tend to gain complete control of the 
industry, it was learned authori- 
tatively. 

Goodrich has been in the hands 
of J. P. Morgan subsidiaries for 
quite some time while Goodyear, 
closely connected with Sears and 
Roebuck, belongs to Dillon and 
Reed, New York financiers. 

No sooner did reports of General 
Motors entry into Firestone reach 
Akron than Goodyear, ijoreseeing 
‘the plan behind that move, slashed 
prices to attempt to drive Forestone 
from business. 

Wage Cuts Threatened 

Firestone tried a wage cut in an 
important department but threat of 
a spontaneous strike stopped this 
quickly. The company was laying 
the foundation for tire price reduc- 
tions in that move. 

So the grim shadow of long hours 
of work, poorer wages, and lay-offs 
hangs over the workers as it did in 
the late ’20’s when the companies 
fought their first big battle. 

These revelations explain the 
questions many workers have been 
asking themselves as they saw wage 
reductions, the return of the 8-hour 
day, and lay-offs creep silently into 
the factories. The companies were 
simply laying the ground-work for 
their fight! 

How ean the unions meet this 
challenge? What must be done to 
bring the thousands of exploited 
back into the unions so that they 
can successfully defeat these com- 

(Continued on Page 2) 


(By the Editorial Board) 
Let every serious worker in the “Militant” Socialist ranks read his 
group’s program on trade unionism (which is here printed in full). Then 


let these workers ask themselves the question: Is there anything in this 
so-called program which the worst of the “Socialist” bureauerats— 
Dubinsky, Zaritsky, Zausner, Schlossberg, Abe Miller, Feinstone, Joe 
Tuvim and the whole caboodie of labor fakers and outright racketeers— 
would not sign? There is perhaps one point which some of them might 
not agree to, on discrimination for political beliefs. Otherwise, everyone 
of these labor fakers would sign with both hands this “Militant” pro- 


gram! 


Yet this fact is only surprising¢————————______—__ 


in the sense that we might have ex- 
pected the “Militants” to disting- 
uish themselves from the bureau- 
crats in a theoretical document. We 
have seen, with growing disgust, 
how the “Socialist Call” has gone 
on month after month without be- 
ginning even the semblance of a 
struggle against the A. F. of L. bu- 
reaucrats, One can count on the 
fingers of one hand the exceptions 
to the “Call” rule that no bureau- 
erat must be collided with. And 
all the exceptions were cases on 
which Hillman, John L, Lewis, Du- 
binsky or Gorman also frowned. 
For it is precisely to these bureau- 
crats, the leaders of the anti-Green 
bloc, that the “Socialist Call” looks 
for A. F. of L. leadership today! 
One point must be clarified im- 
mediately: we are scarcely unaware 
of the necessity of compromises in 
the trade union movement, It is 
seldom, indeed, that a revolutionist 
can bring forward his whole pro-. 
gram openly within the trade un- 
But the “Militants” can 


make such compromises on one! 
condition only: that their political 
press, the Socialist Call, should tell 
the whole trut: teach every work- 
er that (regardless of any tempor- 
ary differences between Dubinsky 
and the Old Guard) Dubinsky re- 
mains the bureaucrat who smashed 
the left wing ten years ago and to 
this day roots out by the most me- 
chanical means all incipient opposi- 
tion; that John L. Lewis is a rack- 
eteer who destroyed the U.M.W.A. 
once in order to control it and will 
do so again, and who on the day he 
introduces the industrial union reso- 
lution rules all but two of his un- | 
ion’s districts under personal dicta- 
torships; that Hillman, Lewis, Gor- 
man et al cannot possibly be the 
leaders of a progressive A. F, of L., 
for it is precisely these false lead- 
ers who have cooperated most with 
the government in tying the unions 
to the government apparatus. 


That is what the Socialist Call 
would say—if it were a revolution- 


IOn S.P. ‘Militants’ Trade Union Stand 


ary paper. Instead, it is silent. 
Many of the “Militant” leaders are 
minor functionaries in the trade 
unions; within them they keep 
quiet, they do not fight the bureau- 
crats; outside, their press is as sil- 
ent as they are inside; wherein, 
then, do they differ from the labor 
fakers? The intentions of some of 
them may be of the very best. But 
at what point will their intentions 
become discernible to any beside 
those to whom they speak when the 
door is locked and the shades 
drawn down, 
` We content ourselves in this ar- 
ticle with merely listing the basic 
questions “omitted” from the “Mili- 
tant” program: 

1. The Role of the Party in the 


Trade Unions. 


When a resolution on trade un- 
ionism was introduced at the De- 
troit convention, Jasper McLevy, in 
a burst of righteous indignation de- 
clared: “What right have you to 
interfere in the trade uniens? Stick 
to your own business in the polit- 
ical sphere!” This is an exact re- 
flection of the theory of reformism, 
which considers its party as one of 
the political parties competing for 
“control” of government; it differs 
from the Republican or Democratic 
parties in relation to trade unions, 
only in being friendly to the unions, 
supporting the unions’ demands, ete. 

A revolutionary party, on the 


(Continued on Page 2) 


By DAN EASTMAN 


Turn the imperialist war into civil war! 
Tum the italo-Ethiopian war into a general imperialist war! 


Lenin. 
That is the slogam of Stalin. 


That was the slogan of 


Consider the Daily Worker fer the seven crucial days of the out- 


break ef the Ethiovian war: 


On October 1, T. Repard writes an article on “Social Democratic 
Befuddlement on the Sanctions Question,” from which we quote: 

“Reformist theory never flounders about so helplessly as when it is 
confronted with a genuinely pressing immediate issue. Yesterday it was 


the Franco-Soviet pact. 
Mussolini.” 


South Africa 
Ath Int'n'lists 
Back Ethiopia 


Police Reply with Arrests 
and Repressions 


of Workeers 


Cape Town, 

August °2, 1935 
To Editor of NEW MILITANT: 
Dear Comrade, 

I am sending you a special report 
this week because the situation in 
South Africa is changing rapidly. A 
wave of reaction is sweeping over 
the country. The Fusion Govern- 
ment, agents of British imperial- 
ism and the Chamber of Mines, is 
determined to crush the left-wing 
movement. 

A few weeks ago, comrades Roux 
and Ngedlane of the Communist 
Party were arrested and sentenced 
to four months imprisonment 
connection with a leafiet they issued 
on the occasion of the royal jubilee 
of King George V. The charge was 
“lese majeste.” Last week, two 
more members of the Communist 
Party, comrades Gomas and Mina 
Gool were arrested on the same 
charge. Their case will come up 
on September 3, and there is no 
doubt that a salutory sentence will 
be imposed. 

Now, the iron heel of the capi- 


l Italy for all she is worth... 


in|, . 


talist state is descending on the) 


Fourth Internationalists. On Sun- 
day, August 19, three members of 
the Communist League of S. A. 
comrades G. H. Gool, J. Pick, and 
C. van Gelderen addressed a meet- 
ing of over two hundred workers 
at Langa Native Location on the 
proposed Native Bills. They were 
accompanied by comrades J. Gool 


and I. Solemon, who distributed 
literature to the audience. At the 
back of the hall sat six plain 


clothes detectives, two police ser- 
geants and two native policemen. 
The forces of reaction were quite 
evidently prepared for any emerg- 
eney. 

The three speakers dealt at 
length with the Native Bills. They 
pointed out that it was.a deliberate 
attempt to deprive the Cape Native 
of his long cherished franchise, and 
urged the strongest resistance 
against the bills. All three speak- 
ers stressed that the fight should 
not only be against the present 
bills, but that it should go further 


and press for the extension of the; 


franchise to all sections of the 
people. Comrade van Gelderen also 
dealt with the pending Italian at- 
tack on Abyssinia, and urged work- 
ing class action to prevent the des- 
patch of goods from South African 
ports to Italian troops. 

Two resolutions were submitted 
to the meeting: 

1. That this mass meeting of 
Langa workers unanimously re- 
jects the proposed Native Bills, 
which aim to deprive the Cape 
natives of their franchise, almest 
the only privilege left to them, 
and further pledges itself by 
every means in its power to 
struggle for the extension of the 
franchise to the Northern Prov- 

(Continued on Page 4) 


Today it is the question of sanctions against 


Reformist theory, in truth, floun- 
ders about helplessly when it is 
confronted with bourgeois demands. 
The attitude of the Stalinist press 
is sufficient proof of the helpless- 
ness and treachery inherent in re- 
formism, which has become the 
theoretical basis of Stalinist policy. 

M. Repard quotes Sir Stafford 
Cripps of the British Labor Party: 
“ ‘How are the imperialistic people 
who seized Transvaal in 1900 by 
force to reply to Mussolini when he 
tries to seize Ethiopia by force in 
1935? 7 A communist would ask 
Cripps why he goes so far back in 
history, why ‘he leaves immediate 
issues out and delves back to Trans- 
vaal, why he doesn’t ask how the 
British government that is daily, 
even now, murdering natives in 
South Africa, Indians in British 
India, Chinese in China, is to reply 
to Mussolini’s murder of Ethiopians 
in Ethiopia.. But what is the an- 
swer of M. Repard,: 

“Using” the Imperialists 

“The only revolutionary (!) posi- 
tion to adopt ... is to use imperial- 
ist England against imperialist 
and 
use imperialist Italy for all she is 
worth against imperialist England, 
if we ever get the chance.—England 
. finds it necessary ... to play 
the dangerous game of sanctious 
which the working class can utilize 
to its own ends now against Italy 
but very soon perhaps against Eng- 
land herself.” 

Can it be that M. Repard is not 
sure? What about this “if we ever 
get a chance” and this little “per- 
haps”? M. Repard tries to console 
the British workers, “Look here,” 
he says in effect, “we are handing 
you over to your imperialist gov- 
ernment now, but maybe later we 
shall in return be able to hand the 
Italian workers over to their irn- 
perialist government.” One good 


betrayal deserves another. ‘“‘Per- 
haps” the British workers, drag- 
ooned into the British army in a 


war of “sanctions” against Italy, 
can console themselves that the 
same “comrade” Repard will later 
dragoon the Italian workers into 
the Italian army. 

October 2: A worker writes to the 
Daily Worker “Question Box” to 
atk: “Does this (sanctions) not 
mean that they (the communists, 
Stalini<ts) support British imperial- 
ism ip its struggle against Mussc- 
lini?’ Yes it does, comrade, 
not fer the Daily Worker, now busy 
building up the British imperjalist 


army, The “Question Box” amn- 
swers, “The pressure of English 
workers has driven the English 


government to the point where they 
may apply sanctions. . . . The sup- 
port of sanctions against Italy does 
not mean supporting British imper- 
ialism.” No? Why not? The Brit- 
ish government, anxious to preserve 
its spoils, is ready not only to in- 
voke sanctions against Mussolini, 
but to engage in a war with Mus- 
solini (Or is the British navy in 
the Mediterranean on a pleasure 
eruise?). The working class sup- 
ports the British government in 
sanctions (economic) against Mus- 
solini. What is the next step? The 
British working class supports the 
British government in sanctions 
(military, war!) against Mussolini 
What is this? This is the betrayal 
of the working class into the hands 
of their enemy to the death, the 
imperialist capitalists, “This,” says 
the Daily Worker smugly, “sets a 
valuable precedent... .” In point 
(Continued on Page 4) 


but}... 


‘TREACHERY CASTS ||Fate Of JF Ethiopia 


A SHADOW BEFORE Te Be Decided in 


European Arena 


There have been no “large battles 
in Ethiopia to đate. The Africans 
are following a policy of watching 
anā waiting, retiring before the 
Italians, to draw them on from 
Adowa into the more dangerous 
mountain country, and to postpone 
any decisive battles until the out- 
come of the international maneu- 
vers centering around the war are 
known. It is in the latter sphere, 
the international, that the real 
battles are now being fought. 

The League vote last week for 
sanctions against Mussolini was a 
great victory for England. Reluc- 
tant as some of the fifty odd nd- 
tions may have been, nevertneless 
they were all driven into line, in- 
cluding the other great League 
power, France, which is torn bė- 
tween a desire to please England 2s 
an ally against Hitler and a desire 
not to outrage Mussolini who, more 
than an ally, is a market, especially 
for war supplies. 

It is significant that the only 
three nations who did not support 
the League sanctions were Austria, 
Hungary and Albania, all more or 
less under Italian influence, the 
latter no more than a vassal state 
of Mussolini. 

The New York Times has to say 
of sanctions: “With ‘Proposa! No. 
1 the League of Nations began 
this afternoon applying sanctions 
against the Italian government. 
This sanction, number one in his- 
į tory, applies to Italy alone, pre- 
-eisely the same arms embargo the 
U. S. proclaimed against both Italy 
and Ethiopia... .” 

The {ull meaning of the whole 
“sanctions” game is revealed in the 
phrase “number one in history.” 
Sanctions are merely war prepara- 
tions disguised under a fancy name. 
Why should an embargo be called 
‘number one in history?’ Didn't 
the same British government de- 
clare an embargo against the U. S. 
in 1812? Didn’t the Northern gov- 
ernment declare an embargo (sanc- 
tions) against the South during the 
Civil War? Didn’t the Germans 
try to “sanction” the British Isles 
with submarines during the World 
War? 

Sanctions will not necessarily 
lead directly to war—no more than 
any preparations necessarily lead 
directly to war. There are sanc- 
tions and sanctions. While the 
Czechoslovakian Stalinists openly 
call for military sanctions, the 
League, under French influence 
seems at present inclined to go easy 
on Mussolini, confining itself to less 
provocative measures. 

Meanwhile in a the countries 
concerned, especially in Britain, 
politicians are hastcning to unify 
the, country for war around the 
“peaceful” sanctions question. In 
Britain the. parliament has been 
called early “in compliance with 
the request of the Labor opposition 
in view of British participation 


% 


in sanctions against Italy... . 

“Inasmuch as sanctions have al- 
ready been endorsed by the Labor 
Party and have the backing of the 
Conservatives and the public as 
represented by 11,000,000 voters in 
a popular referendum (a peace ref- 
erendum!!!) there is no possibility 
of any material oppo ition.” 

As the last war was fought to 
make the world safe for democracy, 
this will be fought to make it safe 
for sanctions. Sanctions, which arc 
really no more than war prepara- 
tions. Diplomatic, economic, then 
military sanctions. And when the 
first shot is fred and the first 
soldier killed the war of sanctions 
becomes a war in fact. Another im- 
perialist holocaust brought on, as 
was the last, by imperialist powers 
protesting their interest in peace 
right up to the last moment. 

There is only one way to defend 
Ethiopia, and that way leads not 
through imperialist sanctions that 
leaa ever nearer war, but through 
sanctions of the international work- 
ing class: demonstrations, boycotts 
and embargoes, 
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“Militant Socialists’ on Trade Union Question 


The Old Reformist Line ls Dusted THE ‘MILITANTS’ PROGRAM 


Off; Basic P roblems Not Answered (From the “Militont” Program presented at the “Call Institute”) 


Comments 
On Life, Liberty 
and Pursuit of 
Happiness 


The revolutionary party fights 
the trade union bureaucracy not 
only in order to infuse the unions 
with the spirit and policy of class 
struggle. Irreconcilable struggle 
against the reactionary officialdom 


TOLEDO, Ohio.—The “big three” 
of the automobile industry—Ford, 
Chrysler and General Motors—em- 
ploy diverse methods in smashing 
unionism and keeping their wage 


By BILL REICH 


“The Socialist Party recognizes that the trade unions, no matter 
(Continued from Page 1) how conservative, are organs of the class struggle and sehools of 
other hand, has g completely differ- 


ent conception of its relation to the 
unions. For a revolutionist, his 
party is not merely a “political 
party,” in the ysual sense; his party 
is the vanguard of the whole work- 
‘ng class, is its consciousness; the 
party, as Trotsky once put it, is 
what the working class should be, 
while the trade unions are what the 
working class is today. Hence, the 
party must intervene, as far as it 
zan find the power to, in every 
problem of the trade unions, For 
only by so doing can it eventually 
transform the working class into a 
revolutionary force. 

To which of these fundamentally 
different conceptions of the party 
does the “Militant” program ad- 
here? Elsewhere in the program, 
we find references to the party as 
the “vanguard,” “revolutionary 
party,” etc. But where the program 
must be concrete, as in its trade 
union section, its similarity to the 
reformist conception of the party 
becomes obvious. From the doctrine 
that “trade unions without a revo- 
lutionary party can achieve only 
partial and temporary success,” a 
really revolutionary program would 
draw the conclusion that it is the 
right and duty of the revolutionists 
to fight for the supremacy of their 
ideas and leadership in the trade 
unions, The “Militant” program, 
on the contrary, draws from the 


BUSINESS SELF-CONTROL... 


At an annual cost of over $7,000,- 
000, a staff of 2,760 former NRA 
employees is kept to teach business 
“self-control.” Seventy of the staff 
receive more than $6,700 per year. 
. . . Forgetting his prediction of 
“chaos” with the ending of the 
NRA, Donald Richberg states: “The 
NRA developed collective thinking 
that made it possible for business 
men to carry on their standards.” 
- . - (Workers in textiles average 
$690 yearly; in boots and shoes, 
$744. Workers in both industries 
report a decrease since the NRA 
became defunct.) .. . Sixteen Har- 
lan, Kentucky, coal companies have 
filed suit attacking the constitu- 
tionality of the Guffey Coa) Control 
Act... . In Baltimore, the American 
States Public Service Co., at the 
instigation of the Edison Plectric 
Institute, filed suit attacking the. 
constitutionality of the Public Util- 
ity Act. ... James M. Landis, new 
chairman of the Federal Securities 
and Exchange Commission, spent 
the third day in his new position 
with eleven representatives of the 
public utilities drafting new rules 
for regulating the power. industry. 

.. Arthur H. Young, vice-president 
of the United Stdtes Steel Corpora- 
don, falis New Deal “kibitzers” 
“who behind the mask of assumedly 
wecesagry sotial reconstruction of 
our national ife would, without in- 
¥itation from the ‘players, change 
the rules of an ancient and honor- 
able game” 

2 é 

Cup in hand, eleven blind persons 
were forced. to take to the streets 
last week in the City of Brotherly 
Love. Their relief had been shut 
off, . . .'“More people have eaten 
better food for a longer time under 
the constitution than under any 
other form of government,” pro- 
claims Frank Knox, millionaire 
publisher of the Chicago Daily 
News and pxospective Republican 
candidate for President... . After 
being evicted xrom his home, Ed- 
ward McLaughlin, 51 year old Chi- 
cago electrician, climbed throngh a 
window and hanged himself. .. . 
“The American worker must think 
earefully how he can best uphold’ 
the. American institutions an‘ the 
American industrial systèm which 
have made him the frees., she hapr 
piest, the most highly esteemed, 
and the most highly paid represen- 
tative of constructive labor in the 
world,” editorializes Arthur Bris- 
dane in the Hearst papers... . 

* s + 


WITH THE STRIKEBREAKERS 


“Entployers like him because he 
is conservative and practical—he 
geté men back to work,” says News- 
Week of Edward F. McGrady. Mc- 
Grady is becoming the greatest 
traveler in labor history. “I hope 
that a rettlement may be made by 
the time I have to leave by airplane 
tomorrow for the Louis-Baer fight 
in New York,” he remarked during 
the bituminous strike parley. From 
New York he hastened to Ports- 
mouth, Va. to address the Holy 
Name Seciety. Then to the coast 
to head off a threatened longshore- 
men’s strike that might mar the 
pleasantness of President Roose- 
velt’s visit, . . The Los Angeles 
Railway Corporation spent $350,000 
Jast November to break a strike of 
its employees. $159,960 went to 
Nick Harris of the World Wide 
Detective Agency; $7,393 to Chief 
Hynes of the Los Angeles Red 
Squad. ... 


(Centinued from Page 1) 
pany plans which mean added, mis- 
‘ery and starvation to the rubber 
workers? 

The house-to-house canvas for 
members is not enough for the or- 
ganizational drive. 

Program of Struggle 

Around a platform that meets the 


be rallied. This must include: (1) 
No wage reductions; (2) Continua- 
tion of the six-hour day and abol- 
ishment of the eight-hour day where 
it has been introduced; (3) Senior- 
ity rights in lay-offs and no dis- 
crimination against union members, 

Mass meetings with the interna- 
tional officers as speakers should be 
held explaining what is happening 
and pointing out that the only bul- 
wark against the capitalist offen- 
sive are the unions, 

Insufficient stress has been placed 
on the fact that the rubber worker 
unions have won complete indepen- 
dence from the A. F. of L. bureau- 
cracy and that now the workers 
can build an international of their 
own desire—one with a progressive 
policy that meets the changing con- 
ditions in the rubber industry. 

Ample proof that the rubber 
workers will rally around such 4 
program was given recently at 
Firestone where a threatened wage 
eut brought complete solidarity in 


By GERMINAL 
(Ed. Note: The following article, 
written before the settlement of 
the coal strike, throws q clear 
light on a Significant angle of the 
coal situation in Illinois.) 

SPRINGFIELD, Ill., Sept. 26.— 
The national strike of the bitumin- 
ous coal miners might officially be 
called off any day now, as Lewis 
continues his shady maneuvers in 
Washington to help the coal oper- 
ators rid themselves of a surplus 
of 55,000,000 tons of coal that 
threatened to glut the market. 

Large coal corporations expressed 
no alarm over the strike. Demands 
by the United Mine Workers that 
the FERA stand ready to rush re- 
lief to the strikers is the only thing 
that disturbed their conference of 
“mutual admiration,” as Lewis him- 
self called it. 

Without question, the present 
strike, involving approximately 
400,000 mine workers in 26 coal 
producing states, is the most effec- 
tive walkout since the 1922 strug- 
gle when the United Mine Workers 
of America succeeded to tie up 
650,000 coal miners--or 76 percent 
of the industry. 

Only two sections of the country 
failed to respond to the strike call 
—Harlan County, Kentucky, and 
the 14,000 working Progressive 
Miners of Illinois. In Kentucky the 
open hatred of the coal corporations 
for an independent union of any 
kind ‘had the first stages of the 
strike stopped the strike movement 
in this field. Western Kentucky, 
however, was solidly out. 
“Progressive” Officials’ Shady Role 

Officials of the conservative Pro- 
gressive Miners of America worked 
closely with the Coal Producers 
Assn, of Illinois to keep the miners 
at work. Taking advantage of the 
' i deep rooted prejudices the Progres- 
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SOCIETY NOTES ... 

Doris Duke Cromwell, world’s 
richest girl, on her round-the-world 
‘honeymoon is collecting animals for 
her Palm Beach zoo. She resents 
reports of huge spending. “It’s less 
than 30,000,” she says. Press re- 
ports state that. “Doris wears a gold 
anklet and paints her toenails a 
pale lotus pink, She and her hus- 
band watch each other dive and 
make caustic comments which end 
in laughter. No matter how much 
she spends she can’t use up the in- 
terest on her fortune.” .. . Twin 
baby girls were born to Mr. and 
Mrs, C. R. McWithy, in a tent near 
Springfield, Ill, The family could 
not afford a doctor. A woman from 
a neighboring tent acted as mid- 
wife... . From the fashion page 
of the Chicago Tribune: “Furs val- 
wed. at $557,000 will be shown at 
the Wdgewater Beach Hotel, Fash- 
fonable women are preparing to 
swathe themselves from head to 
toe in luxurious furs. They make 
a flattering foil for milady on crisp 
days and the enchanting lines upon 
which the new garments are mod- 
éled are remarkably slenderizing.” 


ORGANIZATIONS 
Get estimates on your 
printing job from 


The CHELSEA PRESS 
UNION PRINTERS 
8 West 19th Street, N. Y. C. 
Ctelsea 8-0064—6005 


workers’ desires and needs can they- 


correct premise, the false (reform- 


ist) conclusion that their party 
“will therefore support the trade 
unions and work for cordial rela- 
tions,” etc. This is hopelessly Phil- 
istine stuff. The clue here is in the 
phrase “cordial relations.” With 
whom? Any party which advances 
a real class struggle program in the 
unions will not get “cordial rela- 
tions” from the present officialdom, 
Yet, tbis is what the “Militant” 
program really means. True, they 
do not expect cordial relations with 
everyone. Their programmatic 
statements cut them off from white 
chauvinists, from the bitter-ender 
craft unionists, ete. They want 
cordial relations merely—with the 
Hillmans, John L. Lewises, etc, 


The “Militants” do not say with 
the McLevys that they have no bus- 
iness in the trade unions. No, they 
say they have business in the un- 
fons, Not the revolutionists’ busi- 
ness: the pitiless struggle against 
the reactionary officialdom and for 
the hegemony of the revolutionists, 
the faithful exposition to the work- 
ing class, through the party press, 
of the whole truth. No, the “Mili- 
tant” program in the unions is an 
implicit support of a degenerate 
clique which temporarily raises 
certain progressive slogans in its 
fight for power, 


2. The Fight Against the A. F. 
of L, Officialdom. 


Rubber Price War Begins 


the department and forced the 
bosses to retreat! 
Test of Leadership 
This is the first major test of the 
new leadership of the U.R.W.A. Al- 


though the unfolding events in the 


rubber industry are filled with 
dangerous situations and can pos- 
sibly bring further defeat for the 
workers, the key to success lies in 
this very danger. 

For if the leaders can confront 
this situation calmly, armed with 
the correct policy and platform, 
they have created for themselves 
and the union a formula which, 
placed into action, can only result 
in bringing the rubber workers back 
into the union by the thousands. 

As always, the Workers Party 
will do its utmost to achieve this 
aim—build the unions and streng- 
then the working class against 
the ravages of capitalism. This 
will show which leaders are giving 
the rubber workers the correct 
ideas and bringing results, Every 
officer of both the international 
itself and of the local unions should 
welcome this opportunity to display 
their abilities and their fundamen- 
tal interest in the workers, as we do. 

It is in the field of battle that 
generals and the army itself are 
tested. This applies perfectly to 
the rubber workers’ union today be- 
cause of the crisis, 


Coal Strike Exposes Keck| 
Leadership in the P.M.A. 


sive rank and file have against the 
United Mine Workers in this state, 
the Keck leadership stated that the 
policy of the organization was 
against striking with John L. 
Lewis’ union. 

Keck’s policy did not succeed to 
keep all the miners under his juris- 
diction at work, however. In Sal- 
ine county, Pekin, East Peoria and 
Belleville, Progressive miners voted 
to join the strike. Confusion was 
evident in the Progressive ranks 
and g bitter factional fight over the 
question of the strike threatened 
the very existence of the organiza- 
tion. 

Constant reports that the strike 
would be short lived along with 
the fact that the United Mine 
Workers are deadlocked over a 
mere 1§ cent wage increase aided 
the Progressive leaders in keeping 
the mas@ of the rank and file in 
check. Indications were that the 
Progressive leaders would not hold 
the rank and file at work should 
the strike assume a militant char- 
acter, carrying forward g fight for 
the 6-hour day and a basic $6 wage. 

Left Wing Leaders in Action 

For the first time since the inner 
struggle between the. P.M.A. and 
the U.M.W. in Illinois, rank and 
file miners of both organizations 
met at Pekin, Ill, and voted to 
unite their forces in the strike for 
higher wages. 

Jack Battuello, Joe Burrell, Pat 
Ansboury and Gerry Allard, left 
wing leaders, were carrying the 
fight to the Progressive membership 
over the ‘heads of the union leaders, 
calling upon the Progressive miners 
to join the nation-wide walkout. 

“In the strike the economie wel- 
fare of the mine workers is the first 
and foremost consideration,” Allard 
said, speaking for the left wing. 
“John L. Lewis and his rotten poli- 


|italist government, 


is also necessary in order to secure 
democracy in the unions, an end 
to bureaucracy and racketeering, 
organization of the unorganized and 
unskilled, etc. The revolutionist, of 
course, knows that the fight for 
these is also the fight for a class 
struggle policy. Bureaucracy, 
example, arises because of the nec- 
essity of repressing the combative 
instincts of the masses (John R, 
Commons, the theoretical exponent 
of the A. F. of Ls “class peace” 
policy, has developed the tendency 
of bureaucracy along these lines 
into a systematic theory.) So, too, 
racketeering can only arise in the 
atmosphere of “deals” with the 
bosses which is typical of conserva- 
tive unionism. And the failure to 
organize the unorganized and, un- 
skilled is perhaps the most perva- 
sive expression of the class-collabor- 
ationism by which a privileged sec- 
tion of skilled workers is used in 
cooperation with the bosses who are 
simultaneously permitted to exploit 
the unskilled (and deliberately un- 
organized) workers in the same in- 
dustry. This goes on in so-called 
industrial unions. For example, 
the sacred cow of the Socialist Call, 
Dubinsky, in the last agreement 
with the bosses, traded off certain 
points. by abandoning the shipping 
clerks, who finally had to wage a 
fight by way of a federal local and 
in spite of Dubinsky. All this 
means is that the fight for every 
progressive demand is a fight 
against the Dubinskys, Hillmans, et 
al, Needless to. say, there is not a 
hint of this in the “Militant” pro- 
gram. 


3. The Fight Against Government 
Control, 


The “Militant” program fails 
even to mention one of the most 


significant tendencies of the present 
regime: its attempt to tie the trade 
union movement up with the cap- 
by way of 
boards, laws, etc., designed in the 
long run te emasculate the unions, 
to restrict the right to strike, ard 
thus to undermine the workers’ 
power of resistance. This policy is 
strongly nourished by the degener- 
ate leadership of the A. F. of L. 
including the Lew Hillmans, 
Dubinskys, whom the “Militants” 
support, Lewis and Hillman, in 
fact, are even closer to the govern- 
ment than are Green and Woll. 

4.The Fight Against the A. F. of 
L. Monopoly. 

While we unreservedly favor the 
organization of workers into unions 
affiliated with the A. F. of L, wher- 
ever possible, we also recognize 
present realities. Often enough, im- 
portant groups of workers have 
been, and will be, repelled from the 
A. F. of L. by outright betrayal of 
strikes, by bureaucracy, racketeer- 
ing and other evils. Often enough, 
the A. F, of L. has been, and will 
be, unwilling to organize important 
sections of unorganized workers, In- 
sistence on craft union jurisdictions 


cies are of a secondary character. 
‘The miners of Illinois should not 
forsake their militant tradition at 
this time by supplying coal while 
thousands of their fellow workers 
in the U.M.W. of A. remain at work. 
The Progressives should join the 
strike, militantly bring forward the 
demand for six hours a day and for 
the $6 basic wage scale, 

“The policies of Keck in keeping 
the Progressives at work while a 
glorious labor struggle is in the 
making exposes the class collabora- 
tion policies of his machine. In 
this instance they are not any bet- 
ter than the past Lewis policies.” 

“Whether we like it or not,” Al- 
lard continued, “Our failure to join 
the strike will place us in a reac- 
tionary role and place Lewis in the 
progressive light he is aiming for. 
There is only one road for the real 
union men in the P. M. of A. to 
follow and that is to strike and 
strike hard.” 

Battuello for Joint Struggle 


Batuello, fighting president of 
local 1, P. M. of A., Gillespie, Ill., 
which consists of 2,300 working 
members, stated that as far as he 
was concerned he “would fight to 
the last ditch to see to it that the 
Progressives joined the strike.” _ 

Battuello suggested a strike-wide 
referendum vote to decide the ques- 
tion of g strike in all Progressive 
mines. 

Shouid the U.M.W. of A. strike be 
prolonged for another week, indica- 
tions are that the Progressives 
would walk out. Conditions, wages 
and contractual relations are not 
satisfactory to the rank and file, 
As this is written the situation in 
Illinois is uncertain. Acrimohious 
discussion continues in the ranks of 
the P. M. of A. as the left wing and 
right wing of the organization 
again come to grips over a question 
that will definitely decide the fu- 


‘ture of the Progressives. One thing 


is clear, the very existence of the 
P. M. of A. now hangs on g thread, 


EIGHT PAGE NEW MILITANT! 
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Socialism. Without trade unions, even the most elementary labor 
struggies would be impossible, But trade unions without a revolution- 
ary party cam achieve only partial and temporary success. The Social- 
ist Party will therefore support the trade unions and work for cordial 
relations with them. It will support all the actions of the trade unions 
on behalf of the workers (strikes, boycotts, shortening of the working 
day, etc.). It will work for the unification of the unions into industrial 
unions and against union splitting, disruption, or dual unionism; it 
will fight against bureaucracy and racketeering, and for clean and 
democratic unionism; ft favors the organization of the unorganized 
and the unskilled; it opposes discrimination against Negroes, women 
and youth; and will champion them on all occasions. It opposes dis- 
crimination against union members or applicants because of their 
political beliefs. The Socialist Party recognizes and supports the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor aa the mainstream of the American labor 
movement, and will urge all independent trade unionp and individual 
workers to affiliate with it. It is the duty of every Socialist, and of 
every worker to belong to a trade union, and work there as a good 
trade unionist and a good Socialist. 
unions and their members will eventually support the revolutionary 


struggle for Socialism.” (page 8) 
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in some cases may make it even 
imperative that the workers first be 
organized in independent industrial 
unions. Last but not least, are the 
cases of unions under militant lead- 
ership, which have their charters 
taken away, a8 was the case with 
famous ‘Feamsters Local 574 of 
Minneapolis. What does all this 
mean? It means that the revolu- 
tionary party must firmly declare 
itself against the claimed right of 
the A. F. of L. to a monopoly in the 
field of labor organization. The 
revolutionary party must openly 
state that in these instances it will 
solidly support independent unions, 
while working for the unification 
of the whole labor movement within 
the A, F. of L. 


What does the “Militant” pro- 
gram do? It gives no hint of the 
conditions under which independent 
unions come into being; it gives no 
hint of the necessity of supporting 
such unions, if necessary against 
the really dual unions brought in 
by the A. F. of L. (as in the case 
of so-called “Local 500” brought 
into Minneapolis by Tobin). In 
typically Lovestoneite fashion, the 
“Militant” program plumps down 
for the A. F. of L. and leaves it at 
that; thus providing no theoretical 
justification for the many instances 
in which any honest trade unionist 
must support independent unionism. 
Thus it provides the basis solely for 
capitultaion to the dictates of the 
Tobins and Wolls, Is this part of 
the price which the “Militants” are 
ready to pay for “cordial relations” 
with the “trade unions”? 


5. The Fight for Party Respon- 
sibility. 


The distinction which the Jasper 
MacLevys make between politics 
and trade union work is not really 
as innocent as it appears. The real 
function of the distinction is to 
prevent the spotlight of proletarian 
policy from being cast on the “So- 


Allentown W PA Workers 
Win State-wide Victory 


ALLENTOWN, Pa., Sept. 28.— 
After two weeks of militant strike 
struggle, the WPA project work- 
ers of Allentown last night voted 
to return to work on the basis of 
the victory conceded by the state 
WPA administration on Thurs- 
day. The Pennsylvania Works 
Progress Administration in Har- 
risburgh announced a raise of 10 
percent in wages for all laborers, 
the payment of prevailing union 
scales for all skilled work and a 
reduction in hours from 140 to 
120 per month last Thursday 
night. 

Terms of Settlement 

Before taking the vote, the strik- 
ers, meeting at the Silk Workers 
Hall, listened to reports by Anthony 
Ramuglia, chairman of the strike 
committee and Sam Gordon, speak- 
ing for the negotiations committee. 

The negotiations committee had 
met on Friday afternoon with As- 
sistant WPA administrator Folke- 
son, who gave the strikers the fol- 
lowing assurances: 

1) The new schedule of wages 
and hours is to go into effect as of 
October 1; 

2) There is to be no discrimina- 
tion against strikers or strike lead- 
ers; 

3) First men to be requisitioned 
will be the first to be returned on 
the projects; 

4) The administration will recog- 
nize the collective bargaining agen- 
cy of the project workers (the 
Joint Labor Council) ; 

5) The administration will. order 
recognition of grievance committees 
elected by the workers on each pro- 
ject. 

The speakers stressed the fact 
that Pennsylvania is the first state 
to change the federal WPA wage 
schedule, a fact which serves to 
emphasize the force of the militant 


slaves divided and unorganized. 
Ford likes concentration in the 
manufacture of automobiles, He 
has centered the greater portion of 
Ford Motor Car production at the 
River Rouge plant at Detroit, thus 
eliminating the necessity of con- 
stant shipping of parts to the var- 
ious assembly plants. Ford relies 
therefore upon an elaborate and 
vicious spy system to terrorize his 
workers and keep them in constant 
fear of being blacklisted, all over 
Detroit. The Chrysler-Dodge Co. 
has a particular fondness for the 
kkompany union. General Motors, 
in addition to both these methods, 
has perfected a system of marvel- 
lous integration in the manufacture 
of its cars accompanied by a geo- 
graphical decentralization of its 
various plants, In the event of a 
strike, a few plants can be tempo- 
rarily shut down, the workers 
starved out and the particular work 
diverted to other near-by plants, 
+ * + 

The Chevrolet strike has revealed 
a glaring weakness in the armour 
of General Motors. The Chevrolet 
plant at Toledo manufactures all 
Chevrolet transmissions, The com- 
pany has found itself powerless to 
break the automobile union or di- 
vide the shop committee at the 
plant. By striking at this Achilles 
heel, it becomes possible to shut 
down General Motors assembly 
plants all over the country. Thus 
the whole carefully planned and 
adjusted mechanism of General 
Motors is thrown out of gear. 

As soon as the recent Chevrolet 
strike was over, the order went out 
from General Motors: Break up 
Toledo! Instead of one plant man 
ufacturing all Chevrolet transmis- 
sions, there. will be three: Toledo, 
Munsey, Ind., and Saginaw, Mich. 
Machinery has already heen shipped 
to both places and the Munsey plant 
is already working on transmis- 
sions. Every worker employed at 
Munsey is carefully checked and re- 
checked. He must live in Munsey 
at least one year prior to date of 
employment; he must ‘have a re- 
commendation from a reliable Mun- 
sey erchant. Saginaw will probably 
open up early in the winter, 

For the workers to attempt to 
Prevent these moves, would, of 
course be worse than futile, What 
must be done, and the only thing 
that cam be done, is to organize 
Munsey and Saginaw! ‘The often- 
sive of General Motors must be an- 
Swered by a counter-offensive by 
the Automobile International, Dil- 
lon has boasted that by October 1 
a campaign wil] be started to. or- 
‘ganize “141 automobile plants in 
the United States.” The automo- 
bile workers must force him to keep 
good that promise. The campaign 
should start with Munsey and Sag- 
inaw! 


Through such work the trade 


cialist” labor fakers. The distinc- 
tion is a credential of irresponsibil- 
ty to every Socialist to do as he 
will in the nnions—to do as he will 
exeept that it rules out a demand 
that the Socialist Party accept re- 
sponsibility for the conduct of its 
members in the unions. 

If, in contrast to this, the “Milf- 
tants” were to take seriously their 
phrase that their party must repre- 
sent the “historic interests” of the 
working class, one of the first con-| 
crete applications of it would be 
to demand systematic fraction work 
in the trade unions. But even 
though their fractions would be 
already bound to a pusillanimous 
policy of supporting the Dubinskys 
and Hillmans, the “Militants” fail 
to put this demand into their slo- 
gans. Are they, perhaps, waiting 
to get the permission of Dubinsky 
to put it in the program? 

We have touched on only a few 
points; but sufficient to reveal the 
bankruptey of the “Militant” pro- 
gram on trade unionism. Psycho- 
logically, practically, this bank- 
ruptcy arises from the fear of 
breaking with the labor fakers, 
Ideologically, this bankruptcy flows 
from the failure to understand the 
meaning of the revolutionary con- 
ception that the party is the con- 
scious vanguard of the proletariat. 
In line with what we have said, we 
ask Socialist workers to read Len- 
in’s “What Is To Be Done,” the 
classic exposition of the role of the 
party; read Trotsky’s “Communism 
and Syndicalism,” which, though it 
deals with France, illumines the 
revolutionists’ task in the trade un- 
fons everywhere. Read the works 
of the great teachers, and see how 
utterly alien to their spirit is the 
cowardly program of the “Mili- 
tants” on the trade union question. 

(Note: This is the second of a 
series of articles; next week’s 
will deal with the “Militant” pro- 
gram on the United Front.) 
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Toledo federal local 18884 of the 
United Automobile Workers is wait- 
ing expectantly for word from the 
International office at Detroit of 
the new charter which it will re- 
ceive. It is believed that separate 
charters will be granted the various 
shops comprising the Toledo local 
and that a district committee will 
be formed on.the model of the dis- 
tricts in the U.M.W.A, The present 
clique dominating the local execu- 
tive committee belong mostly to the 
smaller and weaker shops and so 
fear that such g move would de- 
stroy them. If they attempt to fight 
it, however, they will probably meet 
with the resistance of the best un- 
ion members of Chevrolet, Bingham 
and other shops who have no rep- 
resentation on the present executive 
board and who have been dominat- 
ed by this unprincipled clique. of 
union “politicians,” f 

The committee of seven elected 
at the constitutional convention of 
the United Automobile Workers of 
America to appeal the decisions of 
the executive council to the 55th 
convention of the A. F. of L. in 
appointing all officers of the newly 
formed automobile international, 
are preparing to leave for Atlantic 
City and are counting on the sup- 
port of the progressives in rubber, 
steel, and many of the city centrals 
in their fight at this convention for 
trade union democracy and indus- 
trial unionism, 


AFL Convention 


(Continued from Page 1) 

will not take place at Atlantic City. 
It is possible that the progressives 
will gain some apparent victories 
The basic consideration is that by 
means of the amendment to the 
constitution or in some other form 
the foundation will be lald for the 
campaign against the emergence of 
class-struggle unionism—above all 
for seeking to prepare the unions 
for a role of subserviency to cap- 
italism and the capitalist govern- 
ment when war breaks, Progreg 
sives and revolutionista in view of 
this development, will have to learn 
to fight not only with more vigor 
but also with more subtlety than 
hitherto. 


struggle and solidarity displayed by 
the project workers in Allentown 
and throughout Lehigh, Northamp- 
ton, Berks and Somerset counties. 

Lester W. Heckman of the Penn- 
sylvania Unemployed Leagues, Bill 
Kocher of the Joint Labor Council 
and Simon Levine of the Citizens’ 
Welfare League joined the other 
speakers in urging the workers to 
consolidate their victory by streng- 
thening their united front organ- 
ization, the Joint Labor Council. 

Stalinist Disrupters Routed 

A motion was put that all pro- 
ject workers be organized directly 
into the Joint Labor Council. At 
this point the Communist party 
stalwarts came forward with their 
contribution to the strike, As 
usual, the Stalinists tried to carry 
into the workers ranks their tyical- 
ly disruptive and strike-breaking 
tactics, After the united front org- 
anization, the Joint Labor Council, 
had for two weeks led the strike 
and demonstrated its effectiveness, 
the C.P. counter-posed a motion to 
form a seperate project workers’ 
union. The workers recognized 
this move as an attempt to break 
their united front and gave the 
Stalinists the answer they deserved. 
They voted overwhelmingly to join 
the Joint Labor Council. The strike 
leaders had to exert themselves 
strenuously to prevent workers in 
the hall from throwing the disrupt- 
ers out bodily, the strikers were so 
incensed at this Stalinist provoca- 
tion. 

After the vote, strikers filed by 
the desk to sign up with the Joint 
Labor Council. The J.L.C., com- 
posed of representatives of ali the! 
anions, the unemployed leagues, the 
Citizens Welfare League and the 
Keystone Workers Association, is 
meeting this Sunday to consider 
plans for further action. 


By JACK WEBER 


BRITAIN PREPARES... 


The imperialist nation with the 
greatest colonial empire naturally 
has the most to. lose in the attempt 
by lesser powers to redivide the 
world and reallocate the raw ma- 
terials and the markets that mean 
life and death to modern capital- 
ism. By its invasion of Ethiopia 
Italy has served notice that the 
time has come for the posing of 
this question once more in Hurope, 
as well as in the entire world. The 
preparations that. were being made 
for the inevitable world war have 
been tremendously accelerated by 
this event. Not only has there been 
a dizzying speeding up of the pro- 
duction and stocking of munitions 
and the raw materials that enter 
into their making, but the diplo- 
matic preparations in the maneu- 
vering for alliances have been given 
a staccato tempo. Eden for Eng- 
land, Goering for Germany, Beck 
for Poland hasten from capital to 
capital seeking the best bargains in 
the holocaust each is helping to 
prepare. Baldwin announces that 
England’s previous preparations 
have been mere play compared to 
what is to come, for Britain is about 
“to rearm.in earnest.” This imper- 
ialist. rearmament is cloaked under 
the hypocrisy of defending peace. 
The “sanctions” of the League of 
Nations is in reality the sanctioning 
of this rearmament for keeping the 
exploited colonial peoples under the 
brutal heel of British imperialism. 
The robber League of Nations now 
becomes the instrument par excel- 
lence for creating the illusions of 
“right and justice,” for justifying 
social patriotism, for binding the 
working class hand and foot and 
delivering them helpless into the 
bloody hands of the bourgeois rul- 
ing class. The propaganda for jus- 
tifying imperialist war is made to 
center around the League of Na- 
tions and its “sanctions.” 

$ s e 
STALINISM AIDS THE 
BOURGEOISIE... 


Why shouldn’t Baldwin use the 
arguments of justification presented 
to him by Stalin? What better 
method could he adopt than this 
for fooling the proletariat? Bald: 
win. tells the British workers that 
Mngland is preparing for war “not 
only because of Italy’s present defi- 
ance, but because of the challenge 
which all dictatorships have thrown 
down to the free peoples of Burope.” 
This is the poisonous propaganda of 
the Comintern taken up, as was 
only to be éxpected, by those whom 
it will benefit. This is the attitude 
that motivates the “People’s Front,’ 
the vicious distortion of the united 
front that makes of it an instru- 
ment not of the revolutionary pro- 
letariat, but of class collaboration 


CITY WIDE CONFERENCE TO 
AID ANGELO HERNDON 


A city-wide conference to map out 
a program of work for the defense 
of Angelo Herndon, young Negro 
Communist sentenced to 18 to 20 
years on the Georgia chain gang on 
a charge of “inciting to jngurrec- 
tion,” has been called for October 
19, at 1 P.M., in the Imperial Audi- 
torium, 160 West 129th Street, New 
York City, it was announced today. 


The conference is called by the 
Joint Committee to Aid the Hern- 
don Defense, constituted by the 
Non-Partisan Labor Defense, the 
General Defense Committee (I.W. 
W.), International Labor Defense, 
League for Industrial Democracy, 
League of Struggle for Negro 
Rights, and National Committee 
for Defense of Political Prisoners. 
Calls for representatives. to be sent 
to the conference ‘have been sent to 
hundreds of local organizations 
this week. 

Besides reports from the various 
organizations, there will be a num- 
ber of prominent speakers, includ- 


ing Congressman Vito Marcantonio 


of New York, it was announced, 


Protect Yourselves Against the 
Hazards of Life. Join the 


| WORKMEN'S SICK & DEATHE 
BENEFIT FUND OF THE US. 
1884-1935 
Organized, managed by and for§ 
§ workers with only one purpose: 
to render protection to members § 
Hand their families, and to sup-f 
@ port all endeavors and struggles} 
for the improvement of toilers. § 
$ About 50,000 members organ-} 
#4 ized in 350 branches. Reserves} 
$3,400,000. 
Death benefit graded accord-f 
i] ing to age at entry. Sick benefit} 
H payments from $360 to $900—to ğ 
fmen and women, according tof 
a classes. 
Monthly assessments. from 45c¢ 
A to $2.20. | 
E For further information apply f 
to Main Office: l 
714 Seneca Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. $ 
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VENTS 


and truce with one’s own bourgeoi- 
sie. Stalinişm helps the capitalists 
in the so-called democratic coun- 
tries to send their workers willing- 
ly to the slaughter. Meantime the 
British ruling class propose, purely 
in the interests of democracy, no 
doubt, to take all precautions 
against the workers at home. Their 
first proposal is to concentrate gov- 
ernment power in the hands of their 
most direct and most reactionary 
representatives, rather than to per- 
mit any less reliable indirect repre- 
sentative, even one like MacDonald 
who has proved his faithfulness to 
the national bourgeoisie, to remain 
in control. Hence the rulers are 
now choosing their own time for 
parliamentary elections so as to 
erushingly defeat the Labor Party 
on the issue of war and patriotism. 
In this vital struggle the Labor 
Party has capitulated in advance by 
its anti-revolutionary stand on 
sanctions, the League of Nations 
and war. This stand may please 
the Stalinists but it en only arouse 
the bitterest indignation in the 
heart of every revolutionary worker 
‘who cannot but see in it the course 
of betrayal that was followed sim- 
ilarly. by the Second International 
in 1914. 


+ s 


THE ENEMY AT HOME... 


The Labor Party, just as the 
Second International, points to the 
enemy abroad and helps to divert 
the attention of the proletariat from 
its main enemy, the English capital- 
ists. In imperialist war the capital- 
ist class is driven by necessity to 
extend the sphere of its exploitation 
for the very purpose of preserving 
the system of capitalist exploitation 
at home. Success of the bourgeoisie 
in such a war means its success in 
fastening ever stronger chains on 
the working class at home. The 
effort of the English workers to 
free themselves from capitalist ex- 
ploitation means also the effort to 
free their colonial brothers under 
the heel of the same enemy. The 
effort of colonial peoples to secure 
or to maintain national indepen- 
dence is at the same time a blow 
struck at the enemy of the workers 
at home, a strengthening of the 
workers and a weakening of the 
capjtalist exploiters. Thus the best 
way to help free the colonial peo- 
ples under the domination of im- 
perialism, is to strike at the imper- 
ialist masters. in one’s own country. 
The Ethiopian people must be de- 
fended not only against Italian im- 
perjalism, but against English im- 
perialism as well, which intends 
soon to send in its own troops to 
seize the Lake Tana region. In 
short, the fight against imperialism 
is an international struggle in which 
each section of the proletariat must 
fight against its own bourgeoisie. 
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CONCERT FOR FERRERO- 
SALLETTO DEFENSE 
Comrades: 

A Concert and Festival is to be 
held Saturday evening, October 12 
at Irving Plaza, 15th Street and 
Irving Place, to ratse funds for the 
defense of Ferrero and _ Sallitto 
against deportation. 


These two defendants are legally 
resident aliens in the United States. 
Ferrero has been here for 35 years, 
while Sallitto has lived in the 
United States for 15 years, They 
are being threatened with deporta- 
tion to Fascist Italy on trumped up 
charges of harboring Anarchist 
views. 

For the Concert and Festival 
there will be a good dance orches- 
tra and a program of entertainment 
which will include a girls’ string 
ensemble, a violin-piano duo and 
concert songs by Loforese. There 
will be refreshments, sandwiches, 
beer and soda. Admission is 35c. 

Readers of the NEW MILITANT 
are urged to attend, 


ALL OUT! 
to the 
HOUSEWARMING PARTY 
Branch 1, N. Y. C. 
320 East 14th Street 


||. This Saturday Night, October 12. 


“WAR IN ETHIOPIA— 
IMPERIALIST SANCTIONS OR 
REVOLUTIONARY ACTION?” 
Speaker: 
MAURICE SPECTOR 
FRIDAY, OCT. 18, 8:15 P.M. 
1776 Pitkin Ave. Brooklyn 
Aus: Brownsville Branch, W.P. 


LECTURE 
A. J. Muste will speak on “Do 
Sanctions Mean War?” at the 
Sunnymaid Hall, 277 Kingston 
Avenue, near Eastern Parkway, 
Wednesday, Oct. 16 at 8 P.M. Ad- 
mission 10c. Auspices of the Fiat- 
- bush Branch, 


WANTED! 
The first bound volume (1928- 
1931) of 
“THE MILITANT” 
State your price to the Business 
| Manager of the NEW MILITANT. 


By ALFA 

A considerable portion of the 
Pravda for August 5 is devoted to 
the fortieth anniversary of the 
death of Engels. Poor Engels! 
Assuredly he is undeserving of this 
mockery. Engels was not only a 
man of genius but also the soul of 
scrupulousness. In literary work 
as well as in practical affairs he 
could not bear sloppiness, innacur- 
racy, and inexactitude. He checked 
every comma (in the literal sense 
of the term) of Marx’s posthumous 
work, and carried on a correspond- 
ence on the subject of secondary 
orthographic errors, Then why does 
the central organ of the Moscow 
bureaucracy come down upon the 
great thinker and writer with this 
flood of articles in which side by 
side with the tendentious and, so 
to say, standard lies one meets at 
every step with the lie that is un- 
premeditated, born out of ignor- 
ance, heedlessness and _ irresponsi- 
bility? 

The leading article reads: “The 
reverberations of the shots on the 
barricades of the bourgeois revolu- 
tions had hardly subsided... when 
Marx and Engels were already 
pointing to the majestic figure of 
the proletariat, this gravedigger. 
...” and so forth and so on. What 
sort of “bourgeois revolutions” are 
made mention of here? During the 
barricades in the year, 1830, Marx 
and Engels were still kids and in- 
capable of pointing out the “majes- 
tic figure of the proletariat.” Con- 
sequently the statement must relate 
only to the revolutions of 1848. But 
the “Condition of the Working Class 
in England,” the genial work of 
young Engels, appeared as early as 
1845. - Finally, Marx and Engels 
did not at all await the reverbera- 
tion of 1848 to proclaim to the 
world the doctrine of scientific so- 
cialism. “The Communist Manifes- 
to”—and may the editors of the 
Pravda be apprised of this—ap- 
peared not after the “last shots had 
sounded” but prior to the time the 
first bullets hummed of the revolu- 
tions of 1848. But what does a 
functionary fulfilling the duties of 
a publicist care about the chronolo- 
gy of revolutions, or the ideological 
development of Marx and Engels 
to boot? Not for nothing did Bis- 
mark say, “Give me a journalist 
and V’ll make a good functionary 
out of him; but there is no making 
a good journalist even out of a 
dozen functionaries.” 

Stalinist Sharpshooters 

Quoting, from the obituary in the 
Neue Zeit (1895), the sentence to the 
effect that with the death of Engels 
“Marx finally died too,” the leading 
article unexpectedly appends the 
following: “the leaders of the social 
democracy who had slid down into 
the swamp of reformism and op- 
portunism made haste to intern to- 
gether with the remains of Engels 
the revolutionary teachings of 
Marxism.” This is indeed sharp 
shooting: aim a finger at the sky 
and hit the bull’s eye! Revisionism 
appeared only in 1897, the name 
itself came still later, the weekly 
Neue Zeit was not the organ of re- 
visionism but of the struggle against 
revisionism. The above quoted sen- 
tence did not at all imply that rev- 
olutionary Marxism was being 
buried together with Engels. To 
ascribe to the Neue Zeit of 1895 
such a notion is tantamount to 
being an utter ignoramus in the 
history of Marxism. In reality, the 
thought expressed in the Neue Zeit 
was to the effect that with Engels’ 
death there also died that part of 
Marx’s living personality which had 
continued to exist in Engels. In 
these words there is beautifully ex- 
pressed the well nigh indivisible 
creative collaboration of Marx and 
Engels. But the functionary ful- 
filling the duties of a publicist 
opines that he best expresses his 
belated hostility to revisionism 
when he provides g stupid and pet- 
tifogging interpretation of a clever 
and correct thought. And this, at 
the moment when the entire policy 
of the Communist International is 
being directed into channels of re- 
formism ! 


The Institute of Confusion 


The Marx, Engels and Lenin In- 
stitute publishes in the self-same 
isgue a letter from Engels to Kaut- 
sky which subjects to criticism the 
Lassallean formula of “the single 
reactionary mass of the ruling 
classes.” The aim of this publica- 
tion is quite clear: the Institute for 
the falsification of Marxism and 
Leninism seeks by means of this 
quotation to provide a prop for the 
policy of coalition with the “demo- 
cratic” bourgeoisie. It is unneces- 
sary to dwell here on the political 
fraud: toil and moil as the Messrs. 
functionaries may, they will not 
succeed in transforming Engels 
into the theoretician of concilia- 
tionism with the bourgeoisie. But 
at any rate, these gentlemen have 
forgotten to explain to us how the 
negation of the “single reactionary 
mass of the ruling classes” is re- 
concilable with the immortal aphor- 
ism of Stalin on the subject of: 
Fascism and social democracy. But 
here is the remarkable part: pub- 
lishing the letter in its own solemn 
name, the Institute m a brief in- 
troduction commits, in the course 
of eight lines, two, if not three gross 
mistakes. 

Says the learned Institute, “In 
this letter Engels subjects to criti- 
cism the draft of the Erfurt pro- 
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gram in which Kautsky, despite 
the instructions of Marx and En- 
gels, was smuggling in the Lassal- 
lean. thesis of the single reactionary 
mass.” 

Learned Nonsense 


There could have been no in- 
structions from Marx to Kautsky 
for the reason that Marx had died 
some eight years prior to the draft- 
ing of the Erfurt program; the 
only letter that Marx did write to 
Kautsky (in 1881) says absolutely 
nothing concerning the question 
that interests us. As regards En- 
gels, in his letter to Kautsky he 
actually did subject to merciless 
criticism the phrase on the “single 
reactionary mass.” But he did not 
at all ascribe it to Kautsky; he 
knew that this phrase was inserted 
by someone (obviously Wilhelm 
Liebknecht) into Kautsky’s original 
draft, which had been approved in 
essence by Engels. Engels’ critical 
letter was intended to supply Kaut- 
sky with support against Lieb- 
knecht, and especially against the 
old Lassalleans. “Ordinary? mor- 
tals have the privilege of not know- 
ing this. But the learned Institute 
of Marx, Engels and Lenin?! ... 


Further on we read: “The in- 
structions of Engels to the leaders 
of the German social-democracy 
were not executed when the final 
text of the program was accepted” 
(our emphasis). The style itself 
is noteworthy: the “instructions” 
of the head of the department were 
not “executed” by an underling. 
But Engels was not the one and 
indivisible “leader.” He issued “in- 
structions” to nobody. He was 
merely a genial thinker and he gave 
theoretical and political advice to 
different parties. Nobody was duty 
bound to “execute.” This sentence, 
so remarkable stylistically, is all 
the worse for being false in es- 
sence. The formula of the “single 
mass” was deleted from the text of 
the Erfurt program, and Engels in 
his correspondence expressed his 
complete satisfaction on this score. 
What a deal of lying in eight lines 
for a learned institution! 


Defaming Plekhanoy 

In the third article devoted to 
Engels’ attitude to the Russian 
revolution we are informed that in 
a letter to the Emancipation of 
Labor Group, Engels warned against 
a mechanistic and doctrinarian un- 
der standing of Marxism. And the 
sage Prayda remarks in this con- 
nection: “Alas! The outstanding 


members of the Group gleaned! 


from Olgin’s 


A Skeleton 


little boon (!) from this warning 
of Engels; two decades later they 
turned out in the camp of the Men- 
sheviks....” But what happened 
in the course of these two decades? 
Plekhanov’s splendid and victorious 
struggle against philosophical ideal- 
ism, against historic subjectivism 
and the economic superstition of 
the Narodniki; the entire work of 
the Emaneipation of Labor Group 
unprecedented in courage and 
staunchness,—the work upon which 
was directly nurtured the oldest 
generation of the Russian Marxists, 
including Lenin himself—ali this 
is a “trifle” to the ignorant and 
bombastic Pravda. But Lenin, in- 
deed, was enthralled by Plekhanov, 
he was, to use his own expression, 
“in love” with Plekhanov, nor did 
he forget the latter’s great Marxist 
services even during the periods of 
irreconciliable struggle with him. 
Why, even Engels himself after the 
letter to Zasulich in 1883 had the 
opportunity over a period of some 
12 years to observe directly the 
activity of the Emancipation of 
Labor Group, and he referred with 
extreme praise to the work of Plek- 
hanov. Generally speaking, the old 
man was quite chary of praise. 
But the functionary who has been 
able to understand neither Engels 
nor Lenin nor Plekhanov sets upon 
the activity of the Emancipation 
of Labor Group the seal of his 
severe verdict: “little boon”. One 
is impelled to say that only harm 
can come from such bureaucratic 
insects in literature. 


Flame Belching Bureaucrats 

One could cull another dóxen of 
similar pearls, for each author coi- 
tributed his bit to the public trea- 
sure chest of ignorance. But the 
Treader must be fed up to his neck 
already We shall only add a few 
words on the score of the bureau- 
cratic pathos. The leading article 
speaks of “the chapters of ‘Das 
Kapital’ and the ‘Anti-Duehring’ 
flaming with revolutionary passion 


and hatred to the exploiters, and: 
‘icy in their wondrous philosophic 


profundity”.... It is impossible to 
write more choicely. A philosophic 
profundity which turns into an ice 
berg at the same time that the 
flames of hatred flare. It is clear 
that at the mere sight of. “Das 
Kapital” the editors of the Pravda 
get fever and chills. Further on, 
mention is made of the “immmorta] 
and destructive (?) lines on the 
Gotha Program” and of the “flame 
belching pamphlet” on the Paris 
Commune. In short, the flame 


Social Patriotic Closet 


By HENRY THURMAN 

According to Moissaye J. Olgin, 
in his recent viciouS pamphlet 
against “Trotskyism,” Leon Trotsky 
was nothing but a petit-bourgeois 
compromiser up until 1917, when ‘he 
managed to fool the Bolsheviks for 
a few years, returning to his old 
sins after Lenin died. But Olgin’s 
evaluation of the Russian revolu- 
tionist’s career was quite different 
in 1918, when ‘he wrote in the pre- 
face to “Our Revolution,” a collec- 
tion of Trotsky’s writings: 

“The reader will see that Trot- 
sky’s views as applied in Bolsheviki- 
ruled Russia are not of recent ori- 
gin. They were formed in the 
course of the First Russian Revolu- 
tion of 1905, in which Trotsky was 
one of the leaders. They were de- 
veloped and strengthened in the 
following: years of reaction, when 
many a progressive group went to 
seek compromises with the absolut- 
ist forces. They became particu- 
larly firm through the world war 
and the circumstances that led to 
the establishment of a republican 
order in Russia. Perhaps many a 
grievous misunderstanding and mis- 
interpretation would have been 
avoided had thinking America 
known that those conceptions of 
Trotsky were not created on the 
spur of the moment, but were the 
result of a life-long work in the ser- 
vice of the Revolution.” 

Just such misinterpretations — 
claims that Trotsky hedged during 
the war (Olgin did worse than 
that!), that Trotsky did not believe 
in the socialist revolution in Russia 
—Olgin himself is spreading now! 


In the biographical notes of this 
same work, Olgin, who claimed he 
was personally acquainted with 
Trotsky, makes numerous state- 
ments that blast the lying claims 
made in his slanderous pamphlet: 

“Trotsky is not imposing. He is 
almost modest . . . an uncompromis- 
ing Marxist... . Trotsky could not 
conceive of half-way measures, of 
‘diplomatic’ silence over vital topics, 
of cunning moves and concealed 
designs in political struggles. .. 
To secure permanent power, the 
working class would have to win 
over the millions of peasants. This 
would be possible by recognizing 
all the agrarian changes completed 
by the peisants in time of the rev- 
olution and by radical agrarian 
legislation . . 


. collectivism becomes; 


the order of the day. .. . It was 
precisely the same program which 
Trotsky is at present attempting to 
put into operation. . . . Whatever 
may be our opinion of the merits of 
his policies, the man has remained 
true to himself. His line has been 
straight.” 

Most significant of all, Olgin 
gives the definition of a Soviet. Now 
that he is crawling and licking the 
boots of his masters, and meekly 
concocting lies at their command, 
he might do well to remember the 
words of Trotsky on the nature of 
a Soviet: 

“The Soviet was the organized 
authority of the masses themselves 
over their separate members. This 
was a true, unadulterated democra- 
cy, without a two-chamber system, 
without a professional bureaucracy, 
with the right of the voters to re- 
call their representative at will and 
to substitute another.” 

At this point Olgin commented, 
“In short, it was the same type of 
democracy Trotsky and Lenin are 
trying to make permanent in pres- 
ent-day Russia.” 


51 Unions Support 574 


Fight for Reinstatement 
(Continued from Page 1) 
crease promised to them by the 

Farmer-Labor organization. 

The tactics of Mayor Latimer in 
using his police for the wholesale 
gassing, shoeting and clubbing of 
workers were called to the atten- 
tion of the Farmer-Labor party with 
a request that they expel Latimer 
irom their ranks. Latimer’s Em- 
ployer-Employee Board was thor- 
oughly analyzed and, shown to be 
an artificial agency created for the 
purpose of usurping the rights of 
the. unions and thereby stripping 
the movement of its growing pro- 
gressiveness, 

Delegates pointed to the grewing 
need for the industrial form of un- 
ion ofganization and told of the 
successes of several unions in work- 


.| ing out a program of closer co-oper- 


ation between trades. The confer- 
ence adopted a proposal that this 
be made the policy of all local un- 
ions, and it was decided to hold the 
next conference on Wednesday, Oct, 
30, at 1310 Marquette. An invita- 
tion was issued to all locals to par- 
ticipate in future conferences. 


.convulsively when Foley 


belching functionaries - in - waiting 
write in g wondrous manner: the 
reader breaks out in a rash of burns 
and blisters. 

Zaslavsky; Bootlicker in Chief 


But the palm of primacy indubit- 
ably goes to D. Zaslavsky. In the 
literary sense he is immeasurably 
more literate than the rest, and in 
regards to flame belching pathos 
he can give anybody cards and 
spades. Zaslavsky. concludes his 
article with the following words: 
“It was not by accident that the 
remarkable and well worth study- 
ing friendship between Marx and 
Engels found its counterpart in the 
remarkable kinship, the great 
friendship between Lenin and 
Stalin.” An immortal Russian sat- 
irist has made a remerk bearing 
upon such g case. Said he: “After 
this, the son of a gun squats on his 
haunches and waits to be petted.” 

Marx and Engels were bound to- 
gether by forty yaars of titanic 
mental labor. The most informed 
and penetrating students of Marx- 
ism, like Ryazanov, have been un- 
able—for it is unthinkable in gen- 
eral— to conclusively establish the 
line of demarcation between their 
creative work. As regards Lenin 
and. ...Stalin we want to be shown 
not a line of demarcation, but a line 
of contiguity. In the titanic mental 
labor of Lenin, Stalin occupied the 
post of an ordinary “activist” side 
by side with a score of others. As 
regards “friendship”, enough to re- 
eall Lenin’s Testament and his letter 
written on his death bed in which 
he broke off all personal and rom- 
radely relations with Stalin. But 
why pick on....D. Zaslavsky? He 


‘is the same scribbler who in 1917 


hounded Lenin in the bourgeois 
chauvenist -press as the paid agent 
of the German Kaiser. In a whole 
series of articles Lenin never måde 
reference to Zaslaysky otherwise 
than aS a “scoundrel.” Only after 
the NEP and after the first pogrom 
of the Left Opposition was this 
individual able to enter the employ 
of the Soviet bureaucracy. At any 
rate, he remains true to himself in 
one thing: he calimniated Lenin 
while the latter was alive and he 
continues to calumniate him after 
he is dead. Such gentlemen are 
capable of proposing, say, for the 
18th Anniversary of October to Tre- 
name a dozen volumes of Lenin as 
the “Collected Works of Stalin’, in 
accordance with the same method 
by which a city like Tzaritsin is 


‘renamed Stalingrad: a single decree 


—and the matter is in the bag.. 

But let the lackeys sweat as they 
will, they will not attain their goal: 
we will stand in defense of Marx 
and Engels and Lenin against all 
the Institutes and all the Zaslav- 
skys. 


PARTY AT 
WORK 


CLEVELAND 


The message of the new revolu- 
tionary party is spreading in Cleve- 
land, as the following events will 
indicate, 

Joe Pierce, who was looked upon 
by many Y.C.L.ers as a leading ele- 
ment, came over to the Spartacus 
Youth League after two years in 
the C.P. and Y.C.L, 

A number of the youth are now 
wavering between the Y.C.L. and 
S.Y.L. The NEW MILITANT is 
passed around openly at Y.C.L. 
meetings, 

= * $ 

The Socialist Unemployed Ali- 
ance invited the Stalinists into a 
united front against relief slashes, 
and the Stalinists suggested that 
the Unemployed League also partic- 
ipate. However, they struggled 
against allowing Foley, the organ- 
izer, to speak! Imagine one organ- 
ization in a united front. dictating 
the choice of speakers to another— 
and trying to bar its main leader 
at that, The faée of the Unem- 
ployment Council secretary twitched 
insisted 
that if he were barred, Thurman, 
the first “renegade” of the Cleve- 
land youth, must speak! 

At the demonstration, the young 
“Trotskyite’s” speech was received 
warmly, and the NEW MILITANT 
sold like hotcakes. 

+% k > 

The Workers Party headquarters 
will open soon, and the comrades 
are planning forums, lectures, 
classes, organizational meetings, etc. 

One Sprtacan is organizing a 
discussion group among his school- 
mates, others are planning union 
work. 

Recently a lecture, “The Need for 
a New International,” was delivered 
before thirty-five young people, 
largely Stalinist members and fol- 
lowers; at the Lakewood Youth 
League. Other mass organizations 
are planning to have W.P. lectur- 
ers in the future. 


JOIN THE WORKERS PARTY. 


PAUL LUTTINGER, M.D. 
DANIEL LUTTINGER, M.D. 
5 Washington Square North 


1-2 and 6-8 Bxcept Sundays 
and Holidays. 


PAGE 3 


Question 
Box 


By A. WEAVER ____| 


H. R., N. Y.— 

Question: Certain Stalinists are 

today claiming that the designa- 
tion of the social democracy as 
“social fascist’ is merely a contin- 
uation, into modern times, of Len- 
in’s characterization of the social 
democracy as “social chauvinist.” 
What is there to this? 
.. Answer: The Stalinists, who ar- 
gue thus, are either new to the 
movement or short in memory, 
Otherwise, they are depending upon 
these shortcomings being present in 
their listeners. 

First, as to the evolution of the 
theory of “social fascism.” Its the- 
oretical formulation was first pro- 
pounded by Stalin: “Fascism is a 
fighting organization of .the bour- 
geoisie, an organization that rests 
on the active support of the social 
democracy. Social democracy is ob- 
jectively the moderate wing of 
fascism, , . . These organizations do 
not contradict each other, but com- 
plete each other.. They are not an- 
tipodes but twins... .” This “def- 
nition” was made the basis of the 
program of the Comintern and the 
policy of the G.P.G, (See, for ex- 
ample, “What is Happening in Ger- 
many,” pp. 20-21, by Fritz Heck- 
ert, published June, 1933, by Work- 
ers Library Publishers). Esseittial- 
ly, therefore, the Stalinists claimed 
the social democracy to be. faseist 
and, based on this formulation, the 
C.P.G. refused to make united 
fronts with the social democracy 
aginst Hitler, (How could united 
fronts be made with fascists against 
fascists?) 

As life itself began to hammer 
this “theory” to bits, however, it 
became necessary to offer a more 
“reasonable” argument, which was 
‘woven through the main fabric like 
an excess thread: The social demo- 
cracy is “social fascist” because it 
“paves” the way for fascism. (You 
will find that intellectuals like 
Strachey, who confuse Stalinism 
with Leninism, use, or have used, 
this rather than Stalin’s original 
formulation.) 

Now that the C. I. is “united 
fronting” with the social democracy 
at all costs, it is necessary that the 
term “social fascist” be forgotten 
as. soon as possible. When remind- 
ed of it, the Stalinists dodge the 
issue by stating that the term is the 
same as Lenin’s “social-chauvin- 
ism,” merely brought up to date; 
the inference being, of course, that 
the Stalinists never meant. any 
more or less than did Lenin by the 
term. 

Factually, there never was, and, 
theoretically, there never could. be 
an evolution or equality between 
the terms “social chauvinism” and 
“social-fascism” insofar as these 
express actual, and not imaginary, 
social phenomena, Lenin’s charac- 
terization of the social democracy 
as “social-chauvinist”. is. scientific- 
ally correct: The leaders of the 
socjal democratic parties claimed 
to stand for socialism and yet acted 
as chauvinists, Stalin’s designation 
of the social democracy as “social- 
fascist” is a fantastic distortion of 
Marxism. The social democratic 
leaders, who can be chauvinistic 
because this does not do away with 
their sijnecures, cannot at the same 
time be fascists because this would 
imply that they stand for the aboli- 
tion of the very organizations upon 
whose existence their political car- 
eer depends. The after-thought that 
social-democracy is “‘social-fascist,” 
because it objectively paves the 
way for fascism, is meaningless. 
‘Objectively, the road to fascism was 
prepared for by the whole course of 
capitalism, end, let us not forget, 
by the course of the Stalinists them- 
selves, as well as the social demo- 
cracy. It would obviously be ridicu- 
lous and merely pile confusion upon 
confusion if we were, for this rea- 
son, to call capitalism “capital-fas- 
cism” and the Stalinists, “commun- 
ist-fascists.” 

Between the formulations of 
Lenin and the stupidities of Stalin 
Hes, not a continuation but an 
abyss. 


* 
L. Z, BRONX— 

Question: Is it true that the C.I. 
under Lenin refused membership to 
anyone who subscribed to the idea 
that the League of Nations was an 
instrument which helped to main- 
tain peace? 

Answer: Point 6 of the 21 condi- 
tions for admission into the Third 
International, adopted at the second 
congress of the C.I. in 1920, stated: 
“Every party that wishes to belong 
to the Third International is obli- 
gated to unmask not only open so- 
cial patriotism, but also the dis- 
honesty and hypocrisy of social 
pacifism, and systematically bring 
to the attention of the workers the 
fact that, without the revolutionary 
overthrow of capitalism, no kind of 
international court of arbitration, 
no kind of an agreement regarding 
the Hmitation of armaments, no 
kind of a ‘democratic’ renovation of 
the League of Nations will be able 


+% + 


{to prevent fresh imperialistic wars.” 


Point 21 stated: “Those party 
members who, on principle, reject 
the conditions and those laid down 
by the Communist International are 
to be excluded from the party...” 
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HADOW OF TREACHERY 


Every Edition of Daily Worker Sinks) isis wit torco their way mto the 
Litrinov’s Role Deeper into Social Patriotic Swamp 
October 3: An article on page 3 


positions vacated by the “Fascists.” 

_ October 7: An editorial on sanc- 

tions, another pne, Can it be that 

the “monolithic” party is not swal 
entitled “The Soviet Union Alone| whole eight months did Litvinoff so 
Fought Against Imperialist War at| much as mention Ethiopia by name, 
Geneva.” Hew? “On April 17, the} ;, say nothing of fighting imperia)- 

Council of the League adopted alist war and defending colonial 


ooney 1 rial Brings Ou 
New Proofs of Innocence 


SAN FRANCISCO— With their 
second week, the Mooney hearing 
sessions have really got under way. 
The most exciting moment of the 
week was the first meeting of Tom 
Mooney and Warren Billings since 
their trials in 1917. Al minor dif- 
ferences of policy forgotten, the two 


man who, when told “Here’s the 
man you saw,” still refused to be 
stampeded—and was never called 
as a witness. 

Cross-Examination of Billings 

Under cross-examination, as the 
week’s sessions closed, he was being 
life in activities, Socialist and | grilled on his account of his doings 
otherwise, anything that would|on July 22, 1916, with special ref- 
raise the standards of labor. If|erence to his concealment of his 
The Blast was going to do any good | sabotage activities. He insisted that 
for labor, I'm not going to take a|this concealment was voluntary and 
kick at it, either, If the Supreme | individual, based on his belief that 
Court is going to keep this boy in |hbe could easily prove an alibi any- 
jail because of The Blast, which|way, and did not want to be in- 


(Continued frem Page 1) 
of truth, the precedent was set on 
August 4, 1914. 


lowing sanctions ab readily as it 
swallowed the Stalin-Lava] com- 
munigue’ . 

“Ethiopia has put the question of 


cists! By their persistently false 
and fruitless policies the Stalinists 
drive disillusioned, workers to Fas- 
cism .. . but this is a startlingly 


famous frame-up victims threw their 
arms around each other and greeted 
each other in tears. Since he was 
permitted to come trom Folsom and 
be present at the hearing, Billings’ 
objections to testifying were re- 
linquished, and. he is doing his ut- 
most to help Mooney in the court 
procedure that may in the end mean 
freedom for them both. 

At the beginning of the week, 
Mooney was put on the stand again. 
The only remaining evidence offered 
directly by him, however, was the 
production of a long-lost letter from 
President Mahon of the Amalga- 
mated Association of Street and 
Electric Railway and Motor Coach. 
Employees of America, authorizing 
him officially to organize the United 
Railroads. employees, and enclosing 
funds for bis expenses. This dis- 
peses of the state’s contention that 
Mooney did not have the support 
and co-operation of the union in his 
activities in the carmen’s strike. 

Weinberg on Stand 

Weinberg was the next witness, 
having come all the way from Cleve- 
land to testify. He told again the 
story of how Martin Swanson tried 
twice, in vain, to get him to help 
frame Mooney in conection with the 
Sap Brune electric tower dynamit- 
ings, and how when he refused, 
Swanson threatened to “get him for 
that” After Weinberg’s arrest, 
Swanson sneered, “I said I’d get 
you, and I got you.” Weinberg also 
threw considerable light on the 
methods of “identification” used by 
the police, telling—as have all the 
other witnesses—how the defendants 
were pointed out individually, by 
name, to persons brought in to iden- 
tify them, and how the only time 
there was a real line-up, Goff made 
him put on a cap (all the other 
prisoners being bareheaded), and 
then whispered to the would-be iden- 
tifier, “The man with the cap!” 
He stated that while he was in the 
county jail, a fellow-townsman of 
his from his native place in Poland 
came to him with an offer from 
Fickert of $20,000 and his freedom 
if he would testify against Mooney. 
Cleary hastily moved that this be 
stricken from the records as hear- 
say, but the effect remained, and 
attempts are being made to locate 
this man, David Farber, and take 
his testimony if he is still alive. 

Weinberg was followed by Bd 
Nolan, who came from his present 
home in Los Angeles. For a day 
Nolan gave rather routine testimony 
telling the oft-repeated story of his 
arrest, the search of his home with- 
out a warrant, and the fake “identi- 
fications” to which he too was sub- 
jected. Then suddenly, on Cross- 
examination by Cleary, he suggest- 
ed that the hearing “get down to 
facts without so much mystery,” 


‘Testimony of Nolan 


For the first time, he revealed 
that the various substances—clay, 
iron junk, etc—found in his base- 
ment were his, that they consisted 
cf welding compound used for him 
in experiments in a hardening proc- 
ess or soft steel, and that he ac- 
cepted full responsibility for them. 
Mooney’s key to his basement 
(where he kept his motorcycle) was 
not even in his possession while 
Nolan was in Baltimore at a con- 
vention during most of July, as it 
had been seized by the police when 
he was arrested in connection with 
the street car strike. Questioned by 
Cleary about the Ansyrchist paper, 
The Blast, of which so much has 
been made by the prosecution, he 
cried, “I’ve been engaged all my 


passed through the U. S. mails, 
its not going to be by anything Ed 
Nolan says. 1 didn’t testify prev- 
iously about this stuff in my base- 
ment because I was never asked 
about it before, Nobody asked me 
about bombs or anything; I was 
just thrown in the can and left 
there.” 

The next day Billings, looking 
hardly older than the boy of 23 
who was sent to Folsom 19 years 
ago, began his testimony. He too 
told of Swanson’s efforts to get him 
to frame Mooney, and, of the detec- 
(ive’s threat when he refused, “You 
—, you was in it too, and TIl get 
you.” After he was arrested Swan- 
son offered to see that he was freed 
and given $10,000 or $15,000 to go 
to Mexico, if only he would testify 
‘against Mooney.. He re-told the 
sorry tale of police “identifications,” 


Wage cuts and lengthening. of 
hours have been put over on the 
workers of the cotton. dress and 
blouse industry of Philadelphia by 
the bosses without any real strug- 
gle on the part of the union leader- 
ship. 

Before the Fall season began, a 
new manager came into the union 
and soon after a meeting of chair- 
men and chairladies of.cotton dress 
shops was called for the purpose of 
taking up the matter, of the increase 
in hours as demanded by the bosses 
association, 

. This demand aroused the work- 
ers who were present and all spoke 
in favor of a struggle against it. 
The manager, however, thought that 
a fight at this time would be dis- 
astrous since the industry wasn’t 
fully organized and tried to dis- 
courage any fighting spirit on the 
part of the workers, by stating that 
if you go too strong on the bosses 
they may move out of town. One 
big shop did move out, but the un- 
ion persuaded it to return by grant- 
ing them all sorts of concessions. 

“Impartial” Chairman 

The matter was finally taken be- 
fore the “impartial” chairman. 
When some of the shop representa- 
tives questioned him about the pos- 
sibility of a wage cut as well as 
increases in the hours, he vehement- 
ly declared against granting any 
wage cuts. But his decision was a 
typical “impartial” chairman’s de- 
cision—that is, a boss’ decision. 
The hours were increased from 
thirty-six to forty and a technical 
term was used for wage cuts which 
the workers did not find out until 
prices on new garments were made. 

Meanwhile the blouse shops start- 
ed to work and the bosses refused 
to settle prices on the old basis. 
They also wanted some concessions. 

All this time no membership meet- 
ings were called to acquaint the 
workers with the situation and all 
sorts of rumors arose. Weeks pass- 
ed, nothing was done. Unsettled 
garments piled up and finally the 
workers forced the officialdom to 
call shop meetings. At these meet- 
ings, we were told that the joint 
board recommended a five per cent 
reduction, 

A few stoppages were made but 
they were declared illegal since the 
two year agreement has a clause in 
it against stoppages and strikes. 

Finally the workers in some of the 


Mass WUeetiug 


Unite Against lmperi alist War 
DEFEND THE ETHIOPIAN PEOPLE 


WORKERS! 

Imperialist Italy is conducting a robber war against the Ethio- 
pian people. 

The Ethiopians are fighting, arms in hand, for the right of na- 
tional self-determination; for freedom from imperialist control. 

Roosevelt, like his predecessor Wilson, speaks about “neutrality” 
while he goes full speed ahead with the greatest military program 
the United States government has ever had! 

The League of Nations, imperialist instrument of France and 
England, has decided to invoke “sanctions,” penalties against Italy. 

Imperialist sanctions cannot defend the Ethiopian people or 
prevent a new world war. . 

Sanctions is only the preparations for the new international 
conflagration. 

Roth the Socialist and Stalinist Internationals defend the policy 
of imperialist sanctions. Both have pledged themselves to support 
the capitalist governments in this policy. This means support to 
the new imperialist war. 

The social-patrioti¢ course of social democracy in 1914-1918 is 
now the policy of the Socialist and Stalinist parties! 

Organize against imperialist war! Defend the Ethiopian people! 
Rally against social patriotism! Help forge the instruments for 
the revolutionary struggle against imperialist war and capitalism, 
the Workers Party and the Fourth International! 


Speaker: 


MAURICE SPECTOR 
Sunday, October 20--8 p.m. 


IRVING PLAZA, Irving Place and 15th Street 
Auspices: Workers Party, New York District, 55 East 11th Street. 


volved. in any trouble on account of 
sabotage. When Cleary accused 
him of “concealing evidence,” be- 
cause he destroyed the paper con- 
taining his notations of numbers of 
scab-painted cars on which he had 
squirted paint-remover, Billings re- 


torted, “I didn’t destroy nearly as’ 


much evidence as the district at- 
torney did in my. case!” 

During the week testimony was 
read from 17 police officers sta- 
tioned near Steuart and Market 
Streets that no car had, passed down 
Market St. during the parade ex- 
cept the official car and an ambu- 
lance. Many of the long-lost docu- 
ments and transcripts which never 
have been seen by the defense have 
now come to light and been handed 
over to them; but some are still 
missing, including Rena Mooney’s 
first statement and Billing’s note- 


including the story of one’ elderly book. ee 
Wage Cuts Heaped on Phila. 
Dress and Blouse Workers 


— 


shops weakened and voted for a five 
per cent flat reduction. Of course, 
the other bosses took advantage of 
this and the reduction became offic- 
ia] in a majority of the shops. Be- 
sides unofficial wage cuts are taking 
place in all the shops, amounting 
to twenty and thirty percent. 
Cliques in Union 

In the midst of all this a faction- 
al struggle has been raging. between 
two cliques in the union whose 
main object is contro! of the. office; 
one of them, the former Reisberg 
faction, is supported by Dubinsky, 
and the other poses as a progres- 
sive group. In the elections that 
were held in spring, the so-called 
progressive action, supported by the 
Stalinist rank and file group, won 
the majority on the joint board. 

The joint board is composed of 
the silk dress local, cutters and 
pressers as well as the cotton dress 
and blouse ‘local; each are allowed 
five delegates, 

Out of a membership of seven 
thousand, the cotton local number- 
ing. over four thousand, have only 
five mandates. The Reisberg fac- 
tion controlling ‘the Cotton Execu- 
tive, used this disproportion for its 
own benefit and stirred up quite a 
number of workers to the point 
where there was talk of a split. 

This struggle continued all Spring 
and finally culminated in the board 
requesting the resignation of Reis- 
berg. 

Reisberg, manager of the Phila- 
delphia local for fifteen years, has 
a record of class collaboration. The 
union membership dwindled down 
to a couple of hundred and it was 
almost put out of existence, until 
tre strike of May 1933, when the 
workers responded in great masses 
to the call, much to the surprise of 
Reisberg and President Dubinsky as 
well. 

Class Collaboration 

While :the workers were glad to 
be rid of this individual, Reisberg, 
nevertheless the members are now 
confronted with a leadership worse 
and more open in its policy of col- 
laboration. 

Collective bargaining, no strug- 
gle, the bosses might close up if we 
con’t give in, is their song and 
dance at meetings. Two shops have 
a check-off system of collecting dues 
and there is talk of having it in 
every shop. 

No effective militant opposition 
movement exists as yet in the un- 
ion. The Stalihist controlled rank 
and file group helped this new lead- 
ership to get into power. They 
even swung the membership into 
voting for three business agents, 
when two are more than sufficient. 
There is great discontent With the 
present leadership and its policies, 
especially among the new elements 
in the union, ant particularly in the 
cotton local, where a more militant 
attitude is being developed. 

The Fall season will be over soon. 
A campaign must be started as soon 
as possible to organize the unor- 
ganizet and to rally the union for 
a militant struggle in the Spring 
to regain our losses and obtain bet- 
ter conditions for the worker in the 
industry as this is the only guaran- 
tee for a strong union. 
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resolution condemning Germany, | peoples. And the Stalinist delvers, 
then as now, openly rearming at 4] opliged to find some action to bear 
break neck speed. . . . The Soviet | out the title of their article can find 
delegate (Litvinov) at that time|nothing more than a quotation from 
foresaw that the League was set-| the N. Y. Times (How does it hap- 
ting a very important precedent) pen that comrade Litvinoff’s intran- 
which could be later applied to} sicont struggle for peace and the 
Mussolini, ... On April 18 the New| detense of Ethiopia did not find its 
York Times described Litvinov’s way into the Daily Worker?) to 
action at Geneva as follows: the effect that he amended a resolu- 
“<. , He raised the point that the | tion so that it might include Ethi- 
proposed measures against the uni-| opia |. and still did not once men- 
lateral denunciation of treaties] tion Ethiopia by name, although her 
were applied only to Huropean| protests had been sent to the 
countries. .. . He wanted the Com- League four months before. 
mittee left free to propose measures On September 5 France decided 
for other than European countries.’ ito take measures against Mussolini 
“That is why it was no surprise’) = and Litvinov, agent of Stalin, 


that on September 5 at the Council | who has now become the agent of 
of ns Leagse Maxim Litvinov rose | Laval, rose to protest in the League. 
o deten opia. This was “no surprise” to the Stal- 
What can be said for this filthy | iists who had followed Litvinov’s 
hypocrisy? Ethiopia applied to the) eight month’s battle against the in- 
League an eer a ihe ain vasion of Ethiopia, a battle consist- 
“Jing of a one line amendment to a 
gate of the Soviet Union to the resolution last April, with such 
League “fought against imperialist | breath taking interest that they 
war” and defended Ethiopia by .. -| had completely neglected to men- 
making a slight change in a resolu-t tion it in the Daily Worker. 
tion calculated, to enable him to ; . l ous 
protest against the Ethiopian out- Sanctions i British Labor 
rage months “later” whenever his| October 4: Like a criminal re- 
French ally, Laval, thought it nec-|turning to the scene of his crime, 
essary. Not once during those| the Stalinists return to the question 
of sanctions. Not content with the 
> e somewhat clumsy treachery of M. 
South Africans Repard, they employ the sevices of 
hanai a certain R. Bishop to explain away 
. e the fact that Stalin’s International 
Back Ethiopia has become the puppet of imperial- 
ism. An article on page 6 treats of 
“The Line-up of British Labor on 
, (Continued from Page 1) Mussolini’s War Moves”: 
inces. “Fenner Brockway, the leader of 
2. That this meeting of Langa. | the. Independent (Left Socialist) 
workers unanimously pledges it-:|Łabor Party says that the only 
-self to support Abyssinia, the only j sanctions that matter are ‘working 
remaining independent African {class sanctions” that the working 
state, against the proposed as-|class cannot demand that the Na- 
sault by Italian imperialism, and |tional government, should apply 
further pledges itself to do every- | sanctions, as to do so would be to 
thing in its power to prevent. the | align the working class with the 
despatch of goods from Union | National government. 
ports to Italian troops in East “The I.L.P. leadership has been 
Africa. stating that the Communist Party 
Both these resolutions were ad-|line means lining up with the Na- 
opted with great enthusiasm by the |tional Government. This misrepre- 
meeting. sentation of facts (what misrepre- 
Questions followed, in which the] entation?) was dealt with very ef- 
workers expressed keen interest in|fectively by Harry Pollitt (leader 
the program of the Communist of the British C.P.). He said the 
League. National government ‘is seeking to 
preserve its vital imperialist inter- 
When the five comrades were ests on the one hand, and to cover 
about to leave the location, they{,,. a 
were charged with entering the lo- this up by pretending to be a de- 
cation ithout rmit. E d were fender of peace on the other. Un- 
arn ed th at a ons ould be| l¢88 the fight for the independence 
eau ed ainst them w of Ethiopia is accompanied by the 
ag Most convincing exposure of the 
Notwithstanding the close atten- ibili ional 
tion now being paid to them by the | "OSPOnSIbI ity of the National gov- 
lice and the Criminal Investiga- ernment for the present tense inter- 
pollce a jnational situation, a position can 
tion Department, the comrades in- ay It ich the National 
tend continuing their propaganda easily result which t e ationa 
:; eo : government will turn to its benefit 
in the location. A mass meeting on h : lecti The line o; 
the Abyssinian question has been at the coming election. e ime 0. 
called for the following Sunda the Labor Party unfortunately 
. g ; y- helps the National government in 
The reactionary persecutions of 7 ” 
the Fusion Government will not this respect. 
Covering Up the Tracks 
prevent the growth of the revolu- es A : ; 
: ` . This quotation, and this quotation 
tionary movement in South Africa. say te ce . ; x 
alone, which is given in full, is said 
The forces of the state cannot pre- ? os 
. sts by the Stalinist, Bishop, to deal 
vent the irresistible growth of the} ,, . . , 
movement for the Fourth Interna- ‘very, effectively with Brockway’s 
tional. {perfectly correct) misrepresenta- 
` . N tion of facts.” Where? How? What 
With Revolutionary Greetings, | has Pollitt to say on the question 


For the Fourth International, | of sanctions? Only that the C.P. is’ 


CHARLES VAN GELDENEN. | prepared to “expose” the National 
government while supporting it in 
the application of sanctions, that is, 

To Lecture On 
AFL Conclave down to a very effective exposure 
——— of the degenerate aims of Stalinism. 
The present convention of the|Sell the workers to the imperialist 
American Federation of Labor will] government, send the workers into 


be analyzed in the first two lectures |a new world war, that’s all right, 
of a series to be conducted by A. J.| but be sure to cover up the tracks 


service of British imperialism to be 
slaughtered in war. 
Pollitt’s “effective” answer boils 


Muste at the International Workers | by criticizing the National govern- | 


School. The series “Current Trends | ment. 
in America, Trade Union and Polit-i October 5: Harry Gannes takes 
ical’ will open Wednesday evening,| up the question of sanctions: 
October 23 and continue the suc-| “With war raging, the line-up for 
ceeding Wednesdays for 8 weeks. and against sanctions has become 
A. J. Muste will be the speaker | crystal clear. 
at the first three lectures which| “All the Fascist nations .. , are 
will include an examination of the|lined up solidly against sanctions, 
past year of the A. F. of L, the/In Britain and France the Fascist 
deliberations and decisions of thej Mosleys and de la Roques are bit- 
Atlantic City convention, the pros-|terly against sanctions. Confused 
pects or the coming year and a de-|elements in the labor movement 
tailed examination of unionization | play into the hands of these forces. 
in the steel, automobile and rubber| “On behalf of . real collective 
industries. effective sanctions are: The Soviet 
The lecturers for the remainder of | Union ... the growing united forces 
the series will be announced later.| of the world labor movement.” 
The additional] lectures are: Playing the Fascists’ Game . 
4. THE NEEDLE TRADES UN-| Harry Gannes makes of his own 
IONS AND THEIR ROLE IN THE | betrayal an argnment for further 
AMERICAN TRADE UNION |betrayal. Because the Socialist In- 
MOVEMENT. Wednesday, Nov. 13.|/ternationals have: betrayed the 
5. THE CAPITALIST POLIT-| workers into supporting the sanc- 
ICAL PARTIES. Wed., Nov. 20. | tion policy of their imperialist gov- 
6. THE THIRD PARTY MOVE- | ernments Gannes is able to say that 
MENTS. Wednesday, Nov. 27: the labor movement is for sanc- 
7. THE SOCIALIST PARTY IN[tiors, Perhaps Mr. Gannes has not 
THE U. S. Wednesday, Dec.. 4. read the New York Herald-Tribune 
8 THE COMMUNIST PARTY.] which only the other day comment- 
Wednesday, Dec. 11. ed upon the situation in France. 
The fee for the entire series is} For the first time in history; said 
one dollar, fifty cents payable at|that reactionary paper, the parties 
time of registration, and fifteen]of the Left are for war, and the 
cents per lecture. parties of the Right, the Fascists, 
Register at Schoo] office, 55 East | opposed to war. The latter are 
11th Street, third floor, N. Y. C. capitalizing on the peace sentiments 
. of the people. The Stalinists are 
not only selling the workers out to 
NEW MILITANT CAMPAIGN |imperialism, but they are playing 
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handing the workers over to the 


clear example, almost unparalelled 
in the history of Stalinism. The 
Fascists are able to put on a 
“peace” front and win over workers 
directly from the “sanction” front 
of the Stalinists. This Harry Gan- 
nes considers a victory for Stalin- 
ism, Workers who oppose this pol- 
icy are “confused,” they don’t un- 
derstand why Harry Gannes is for 
imperialist war. 

October 6: The Daily Worker 
goes into a veritable frenzy of 
League of Nations patriotism. Head- 
lines of page one read: “Sanctions 
Are Demanded Against Italy; U.S. 
S.R. Bars Imperialist Deal Says 
Pravda.” “British Communist Lead- 
er Presses for Sanctions.” And a 
front page report of a Fascist rally 
in Paris states: 

“Shouting, ‘We don’t want to be 


League of Nations Soldiers,’ the. 
Fascists marched through the 
streets in military formation,” 


There is something for the Stalin- 
ists to wax indigsant over, Jma- 
gine, the Fascists are opposed to 
becoming soldiers of the League of 
Nations! Not the C.P. Their slo- 
gan is “Every Stalinist a soldier o: 
the League of Nations!” Or rather, 


“Every worker,” for recruiting ser-. 


geants never go to war. | 
Page 7: The Daily Worker over- 


worker, who writes to ask: “Does 
not the support of sanctions by the 
Communists result in their helping 
British imperialism at the expense 
of Italian imperialism?’ Answer: 


| Yes, of course. But that isn’t the 


way the Daily Worker answers: 

“This does not mean that Com- 
munists support British imperial- 
ism... , Communists have no illu- 
sions about the ‘peacefulness’ of 
British imperialism, They continue 
to press for the imposition of* sanc- 
tions to save Ethiopia, but at the 
same. time they expose the imper- 
ialist aims of the British ruling 
class,” etc., ete. Everything but a 
direct answer to the question. But 
‘how the Stalinists are going to ex- 
ose the government they are sup- 
porting they do not reveal, If they 
do expose British imperialism they 
expose themselves; if they don’t, 
they simply. grease the ways for the 
labor movement into the army, 
Which they are doing. 

“Forcing” the Imperialists 

On the last page is a streamer 
editorial of which the headline is 
sufficient: “League Must Be Forced 
to Act Against Mussolini’s Robber 
War.” Typical. Everywhere the 
Stalinists speak of forcing; ` the 
British government is forced to 
protect its colonies, the French gov- 
ernment is forced to protect the 
Versailles Treaty, the League of 
Nations is to be forced. to. protect 
the interests of its dominant mem- 
ber imperialists. A pathetic at- 
tempt to cover up their treachery. 
They propagate the absurd lie that 
the workers are fighting against the 
imperialists on the question of sanc- 
tions! In a few more months they 
will demand that the workers force 
their way into the imperialist 
army! And this is no fantasy. In 
France they demand the removal of 
“Fascist” elements from the army 


comes the ‘hesitations of another |. 


sanctions squarely ou the order of 
the day at the League of Nations. 

“Ethiopia, whose people are being 
slaughtered by the Fascist invaders, 
seems to have a different concep- 
tion of its interests than certain 
people who persist in condemning 
sanctions.” 

A Prophetic Editorial 

The “certain people’ above are 
the followers of Lenin who reso- 
lutely oppose all imperialist war. 
There is something prophetic about 
this editorial; merely change the 
names a bit and you get an editor- 
jal from the Daily Worker a few 
months from now. Germany ‘has 
invaded France (or vice versa) : 

France has put the question of 
‘war squarely on the order of the 
day before the American people. 

France whose people are being 
slaughtered, by the Fascist invaders 
seems to have a different conception 
of its interests than certain people 
who persist in condemning war. 

The editorial continues: 

“Does it make sense to say that 

Ethiopia can fight so valiantly on 
its own soi] and at the same time 
surrender to the imperialists at 
Geneva? ‘When the opponents of 
sanctions claim that sanctions bol- 
ster imperialism it just doesn’t 
make sense.” 
The Communist Party has now 
reached the stage of bankruptcy in 
which it takes its line from the Em- 
peror of Abyssinia, If the Emper- 
or supports sanctions why shouldn’t 
we? says the Daily Worker. The 
last line of the editorial reads: 
“And Ðthiopia, directly involved in 
the struggle, by her actions sup- 
ports the policy of the Communist 
Party.” (!!) 

So the party of the proletariat, 
in the greatest industrial country 
of the world, in the last stages of 
capitalist decay, is ‘happy to an- 
nounce that its line is endorsed by 
the feudal Emperor of Ethiopia, in 
the most backward semi-nomadic 
state of the world, barely on the 
threshold of civilization in any 
form. What an endorsement! That 
proves the line is right! 

Shaking Hands With Green 

Coming events cast their shadows 
be ore. On October 8, after seven 
days of preparing the workers for 
war, preparing them by examples 
from foreign lands, the Daily Work- 
er comes home. A front. page ar- 
ticle on the A. F. of L. convention 
begins with a significant bulletin: 

“Washington, Oct, 7~As Wil- 

liam Green, President of the A. F. 
of L. finished his convention 
speech in which he advocated 
sanctions against Italy in the 
name of the convention, Samuel 
R. Salomanick, trade union organ- 
izer of the New York Committee 
Against War and Fascism, who 
was seated on the platform with 
Green, stepped forward and econ- 
gratulated Green in the name of 
the League.” 

Think it over, Stalinist workers. 
Are you ready to be voluntary can- 
non fodder of American imperialism 
in the impending world war? That 
is the real question put squarely 
before you by the treacherous pol- 
icy of Stalinism. 
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